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1 to 4 hurt by them. No arguments are eee to 
15 Fi port the aſſertion, that the nation is deeply inte- 


nf Rd in the conduct of government towards officers 
bol the royal navy; the author of the following Appeal 
„ therefore, once more emboldened to ſolicit the 
Attention r a candid public. A time has been, 
when his caſe would have commanded it; but a 
late unhappy war on a certain Continent, conducted 
(not to ſay worſe) in the moſt infatuated manner, 
ſeems not only to have thrown” a general want of 

| . reſentment, 


7A 


-« 


reſentment, an unuſual torpor on the public ſpirit, 
but has ſtrangely reverſed the character of Eng- 
lihmen. Dcelinquents, backward and flow to en- 
gage the enemies of their country, have been, 
by Party, induſtriouſly ſcreened and ſupported, 
and have become Favourites and Idols, while 
| ſome of the braveſt officers our navy annals 
ever recorded, have been moſt maliciouſly ſcru- 
tinized, even loaded with reproach, and neglected. 
We have lately ſeen ſome deciſions, under the 
| fanQtion of the forms of law, not only acquieſced 
in, but even applauded by the multitude, though 
thoſe very deciſions were directly contrary: to the 
Articles of War, entirely ſubverſive of all 


| diſcipline, and therefore fatally deſtructive 3 


| that great bulwark of the natio, > the naval 
| ſervice *, . But however the multitz de, in the 
time of peace, may be unconcerned for the wrongs 
of the naval ſoldier, there are, a good man 
Vill hope, ſtill many generous and intelligent 
Minds, Fapable of fee an honeſt indignation 


Is Witnefs the late t 1141 of Capt. Fl who was pa — 
cuted by his boatſwain for falſe impriſonment. It was 


proved, in the cleareſt manner, that the boatſwain and others 
nad not only deſerted when they were on watch, and had the 


13 charge of the ſhip, but had carried off with them the long - 
boat and fre- arms; having broken open the arm cheſt, 
ſtores, Ke. Yet all this was approved by a London 


jury, who found a likeneſs in it to the caſe of Sutton and 


- Fohnftoxe ; and C _ Fiott was * for _—_ the villains 
in irons ! 


pr. : for 
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for a ſoldier's wrongs, and capable alſo of diſcern- 
ing how big with diſaſter to the public, every act of 
| oppreſſion and injuſtice is, in the management of 
the naval department. 'To ſuch minds the author 
particularly addreſſes the following ſheets; and 
caſes may exiſt, in which it would be joining in 
the general torpor of the groſs multitude, and 
even undutiful to the public, were an injured of- 
ficer to fink down ſpiritleſs beneath his wrongs, or 
to acquieſce in oppreſſion, by burying theſe 


| wrongs in ſilence, Sir Roger Curtis, it is true, 


Printed a Reply to the author's Appeal to the Pub- 
lic; but how, and to whom was it publiſhed ? 
It was not open to the public; it was not adver- 
tiſed in the London newſpapers, as the Appeal of ; 


© the neglected naval officer was. No, it was pri- 


vately ſmuggled to a ſelected few. It was a tale 
| whiſpered, cautiouſly whiſpered, and not like the 
Appeal, told aloud in the public ear. Ir was cal- 
culated for no other purpoſe, than to enable Sir 
Roger to ſay i in co mpany, when the neglected na- 
val officer might happen to be mentioned, Oh, F 
have anſwered him, The teſtimony of one of the 
moſt reſpectable of the periodical publications, 
places the fact of this careful and jealous diſtribu- 
tion of Sir Roger's printed Reply in the moſt indu- 
bitable and decided light. After giving a cir- 
cumſtantial account of my Appeal, the editors of 
the Political Magazine, for Decctaber 784 ſub- 

m the following words: 
0 2 N we 
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We intended, that the above account of Mr. 


«Campbell's pamphlet ſhould have been ac- 


& companied with an account of Sir Roger 


„ Curtis's anſwer to it; but after ſending re- 


ec peatedly to the publiſher of Sir Roger's pam 


phlet, and waiting two months and more for a 
copy of it, we could not procure one. The: 
& bookſeller ſaid they were only to be given 
6c away, not fold. We certainly. would have 


accepted one upon theſe. conditions; but, 


after repeated meſſages, were: diſappointed. 
„However, as it is always our wiſn to give both 
& ſides of a queſtion, we ſhall give a' full ſtate. 
of Sir Roger's: Reply, the firſt opportunity. 
90 after we ſhall have been furniſhed with a 


er. 


What. a noble man ; is this,.. to he unmanly,, 


and cowardly manner, in which the gallant Sir 
Roger Curtis has publiſhed his printed defence! 


No man who reads Sir Roger's, Reply, can be 
one moment at a loſs to account for his extreme 


jealouſy and caution in giving it to the public. 
_ Hanced about in the moſt clandeſtine and guarded. 


manner, it ſhrunk from the light, of examination, 


like the tavern boaſts of a ſoul-galled bravado. 


Its author and his friends were conſcious, that, 


like Milton's. devil on the touch of Ithuriel's ſpear, 
it would ſtart. up in its own deformity, on the 


touch of fair and candid . And I think. 


2 ff N myſelf 


1p 


1 


opted happy i in one circumſtance, that I have it at 
| laſt in my power to give that to the public, which 
Sir Roger has ſo cautiouſly withheld—to give Sir 
Roger's pamphlet at full length, with all its Ap- 
pendix of exculpatory letters from his officers. 
A few obſervations on theſe, will bring con- 
viction to the impartial reader, how inconcluſive, 
how far ſhort” of exculpation, theſe letters fall; 
letters from fellow-delinquents with Sir Roger; 
from thoſe who ſhare with him the ſtain of being 
blocked up in Mahon, by an enemy of inferior 
force ; from thoſe, whom he tells us, were his ad- 
viſers in that infamous ſkulking ; and infamous it 
will appear, from the authorities in my ſecond 
Appendix. But this is not the place to anticipate. 
Here it is only to be premiſed, that to give a full 
and clear idea of my complaint, I conceive it 
neceſſary i in uſhering Sir Roger Curtis's pamphlet 
to the public, to preface that bantling, by the 
Appeal which begat it; ſoliciting the candid read- 
er's attention to the remarks on that rickety off- 
ſpring, whoſe parent and goſſips have been at ſuch 
anxious pains to conceal it from the light. 
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AHE "obſervation i © old. that no Santi 
more delicate than that. of the man who! 18 


1 the neceſlity of ſpeaking of himſelf. And 
much difficulty is added to the diſagreeableneſs of 


ſuch ſituation, when injuries received, and the laſt 


hope of redreſs, compel him to mention, and ſtate 
the facts of his own ſervices. If theſe obſerva- 


tions have force when applied to the tranſactions 


of civil life, how muſt their force be heightened 
when the conteſt occurs in that line, where the 
niceſt jealouſy of honour ought to be the ſpirit of 
the profeſſion ? When a ſubaltern officer, as the 
only means of obtaining redreſs and juſtice to 
 kinſelf, is under the diſtreſſing neceſſity of unveil- 


ing 


e — 
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Popling ſea right « on the beam of the Brilliant) and . 


201 
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ing ſome circumſtances which may be difagreeable 
to a favourite commander; Under ſuch neceſſity, 
and in ſuch unpleaſing and difficult ſituation, a 


neFictted and injured naval officer, whoſe ſword 


has faithfully rendered his King and Country what 


little ſervices one threw 1 in his way, makes the 
following Appeal ko a generous public; and as 


his cauſe needs no aſſiſtance from colouring, he 


cheerfu) truſts it tq à plain ſtate of facts. 
On the 10th of November, 1780, I ſailed from 


Spithead, as firſt heutenant of his Majeſty's ſhip 
the Brilliant," Captam Curtis, commander, bound 
for Gibraltar. Nothing remarkable occurred till 


we were entering the Gut, when we were cloſely 


purſued by two large frigates and a xebeck, which 
being | favoured wit 2 breeze, were coming up 


* - 


Us 


Wit s very faſt; their large launched With all 
their oars towing them a-head, and the Brillant . 


calnied. As ſoon a 2s the e enemy began firing, I 


advited Captain Curtis t to order out the" boats to 


Keep | the Tip": s head to the ſea, (there being a 


— * 75 


to heave her right d&wh"broadfide 1 upon the ene- 
my. Caßtain Curtis ſaid it would be of no ſer- 
vice, and that it Was impoſſi ble to avoid being 


taken. 1 returned, that 1 thought there was a 
| pollibility | of ſaving te ſhip, when we Thould be 
| favoured with the ſame breeze the enemy then 
bad. Captain Curtis made no reply, but ordered 
one of his ſervants to get all his plate ready to be 


put 


6 RN = 
put dene the” enemy's ſhips. 1 ARed again 
to get the boats out, and Captain Curtis ſaid agam 
it would be of no ſervice, but that I might do a6 
I thought proper. I immediately ordered the 
yards to be ſquared, and to get the boats out, 
which was done in a few minutes, getting tie 
ſweeps to work. After the ſhip's head was gat te 
the ſea, ſhe was towed at the rate of one knot and 
a half an hour, I ordered all her ſteering ſails to 
be ſet, and as ſoon as the breeze came up, the 
2 ſhip, by our indefatigable exertions, was ſoon got 
cut of the enemy's reach. By this manæuvre two 
boats, but no lives were loſt, and his inn 8s 
frigate was ſaved. 5 5 

Some time after, when the Brilliant, Pocewitiny) 
and Minorca were blocked up in harbour at Ma- 
2 hon, for upwards of five weeks, by three French 
2 frigates, Captain Curtis ſent me to Cape Mola to 
| I reconnoitre the enemy's force. On returning, I 
gave my opinion (as was the opinion of the car- 
penter of the Brilliant, who at my requeſt accom- 
= panied me) that their largeſt ſhip did not carry 
more than thirty-two guns. Our force conſiſted 
of the Brilliant of twenty-eight, with eight addi- 
tional guns and carronades; the Minorca, of 
eighteen guns, with ten additional ones; and the 
Porcupine, of twenty - four guns. There was like- 
wiſe an ordnance ſtore-ſhip of twenty guns, and 
fix privateers, from fourteen to twenty-four guns 
"w 1285 in * all _ and willing to 
C ” 1 
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| aft us. Next morning * Curtis. ſent for; 
me, and aſked if I thought the ſame of the enemy 
then, as L did on the preceding evening. I ex- 
preſſed my ſentiments, that 1 thought we were 
loſing a very favourable opportunity of taking or 
deſtroying the enemy's ſhips ; i das this opinion was 
diſregarded. | 
About a fortnight after, the Brilliant, n 
pine, and Minorca, went up the channel of 
Malta, where he had been but a ſhort time when 
we ſaw two ſhips (which we were given to undet-. 
ſtand afterwards, were a Turky merchant ſhip and 
4 Corvette) on our weather beam, and gave chaſe; 
but night coming on, we loſt ſight of them. Next 
morning we ſaw the fame ſhips to windward, about 
five miles diſtance, Captain Curtis made fignal 
for the Porcupine and Minorca to make all tie 
fail they could to come up with the enemy. As = 
 ſgom as we began to chaſe; Captain Curtis x- 
preſſed his fear of maſts and yards being carried 
away, ſhould we come to an engagement. I ro- 
phed, that in ſuch a caſe we had a port to leeward 
as well as the enemy had. It coming on to blow 
very hard, the enemy's {hips were obſerved to 
dew all up. The King's ſhips ſtill carried their 
courſes, and had the enemy's ſhips right a head. 
Captain Curtis, putting his ſpy-glaſs on the capſtan, 
{aid he ſaw the Minorca give a ſignal of diſtreſs, 
yy; ordered the Brilliant to bear up to her 
WHiſtance,.- 1 ee. . theſe orders, till 
0 they 


1 rd. 


hey were 'vociferouſly repeated. But whgaj the 
Brilliant came up with the Minorca, Captain Law- 
ſon told Captain Curtis that he had made no ſuch 
ſignal, and ſeemed much diſpleaſed with him for 
retarding the purſuit: Captain Curtis ſeemed in 
great concern, and ſhewed viſible ſigns of grief 
for what he had done. On which -1 went down 
to the gun- room, not chooſing to be à ſpectator 


of ſuch diſgrace to his Majeſty's quatter deck. 


Soon after, Mr. Malone, maſter's mate, informed 


me, that the other officers had prevailed on Cap- 


tain Curtis to retire to his cabin, whither they ac- 
companied him, in order to alleviate his grief; but 


Il did not make one of the party. On this occaſion 
the ſhip's crew were very buſy in beſtowing epi- 


thets peculiar to themſelves, for the great diſap - 
pointment they had met with. Some days after- 
ward, Captain Curtis ſent for me to his cabin, 
(after a coolneſs on both ſides for ſeveral days) 
and requeſted, that all might be buried in obli- 


vion; andit never ſhould have been otherwiſe, had 
not Captain Curtis, from motives, beſt known to 


Hhimſelf, made himſelf afterwards buſy in fruſ- 
trating my appointment. The enemy's ſhips hav- 
ing eſcaped, | ſome time en, we wee to 
— 1 * IE | <1 I lat | 

On the a/ th of No ck r oben es grand 

« ally from the garriſon was made on the Spabiſh 


nes. On this occaſion,” I had the honcur of 
1 andi gallant behaviour-of 


m the ſeamen, the 
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"Ehott's official letter, the General himſelf aſſuring 
me how much I had merited his . a0 
future regard· 1 n ; 


Some time — this: faccelaſul fally, hls Ma- I 


jeſty's ſhip Helena, arrived in the Gut of Gibraltar, 
and being becalined, was attacked by all the ene- 
-my's gun-boats. In this emergency Captain Curtis 
appointed me to the command of the Brilliant's 
boats 3 and we towed the gun- boat, Repulſe, to 


the aſſiſtance of the Helena, by which the was 


ſaved . from falling into the hands of the enemy. 
244 vacancy of Captain happening on board the 

Porcupine, Lieutenant Gibſon, commander of his 

- Majeſty's, gutter Speedwell, was appointed. I was 


promoted to the command of the, Speedwell, and 1 


Lieutenant Bradſhaw, ſecond licutenant of the 
Brilliant, was appointed firſt lieutenant of that 
ſhip in my ſtead. About three wecks after this, 
Lieutenant Trantam arrived from England in an 
ordnance ſtore· ſnip, and brought with him a com- 
miſſfon, appointing. Licutenant Gibſon to be maſ- 
ter and commander of the Speedwell: but Licute- 
- nant, Giblon remained in, the Porcupine, and Cap- 
otain Curtis, the ſenior officer of his Majeſty's veſ- 
ſels at Gibraltar, appointed Licutenant Bradſhaw 
as maſter and commander of the Speedwell, and 
1 dae replaced as firſt licutenant of the Brilliant; 


| zin hich ſituation, I ora till eber 1, 0 
- 42382, when, Ca tain 


Cotter 5 
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Intention” to ſend me te England with Gener 
Eliott's and his own diſpatches; adding, that if I 
was lucky enough to deliver the diſpatches ſafe, I 
might depend on being provided for. After being 
charged with the diſpatches, and having received 
my inſtructions, I left Gibraltar on the evening of 
that day in an open boat, with five of the Bril- 
liant's crew. In our courſe, which was for Faro, 
| (upwards of ſixty leagues diſtant) we had to en- 
counter the perils. of the ſea, and danger of the 
enemy, many af whoſe cruiſers we were under 
the neceſlity of paſling within muſket-ſhot.' I found 
alſo that 1 had an enemy on board my ſmall boat, 
the pilot of which, a Portugueſe, had nearly ac- 
compliſſied his villainous deſign of landing me on 
the Spaniſh ſhore in the duſk of the evening. 
After this narrow eſcape, I was under the neceſſity 
of watching continually, with loaded piſtols in my 


1 hands, till I was landed at Faro. From Faro 1 


travelled to Liſbon, where I embarked on board 
the firſt pacquet-boat for Falmouth ; and I arrived | 
at London, and, delivered my diſpatches. on the 
' 19th day after 1 left Gibraltar, Soon after, my 
arrival I was taken dangerouſly ill, owing: to the 
very great fatigue and anxiety I had underwent. 
On my recovery Lord Keppel ſent for me, and 


egngquired how long I had been an acting lieute- 
05 nant. 1 informed his Lordſflip, 1 had been in 


that capacity upwards of three years, but had only 
adout ten months to ſerve in the royal "uy: Lord 
4 4 


«, 5 t. * 
ceppel returned, ln de ans Adryt I had net 
derved my / full time in the navy, as he intended to 


make me maſter and commander; which, he added, 


was but what the ſervice owed me; but that ſo 
oon as my time was out, and after having paſſed, 
| I might depend upon being appoitted. Sir RO 
bert Harland at this time entered the room, and 


Lord Keppel communicuted to him the ſubject f 


our converſation. Upon his enquiry,” I told Sir 
Robert that I had ſerved twelve yeats in tlie mer- 
chant ſervice; upon which he (Sir Robert) ſaid, 
that as I had done To; he did not ſee”? any reaſon 
«why the remaining time might net be diſpenſed 
vith on the preſent occuſion. Lord Keppel told 
Sir Robert Harland that he Would confult Mr. 
Stephens on the matter. Next day I was ſent for 
'by Mr. Stephens, who told me that L Was appointed 
to act as junior Reutenant on board tlie Grafton, 
and that 1 might depend on being confirmed im- 


| mediately after having. ſerved my time out, and 


paſſed. About a fortnight afterward, Mr! Stephens 
ht for me, and told me that Captain Douglas, 
of the Grafton, requeſted to have? is pl to 

Ut as junior heutenant in my ſtead, and that His 


requeſt | was granted; bbt that they had appointed 


me junior lieutenant ef the Fhatia!* — joined the 

Thalia, at Portfmouth, on the 13th of Novembet, 

3782, and was paid off April 17, 1783. Some 
Gays alterward Teame to London, hem Bir. ste- 
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in commiſſion again in a ſhort, time, when 1 ſhould 
be ſent on board her in my former capacity, and 


where I might remain until my time was out; and 


GW dofnnd might leave my addreſs, in order that 1 
might be: ſent, for when wanted. After having 


waited about a fortnight! without having Dans: 
from Mr. Stephens, I applied to Captain CO— x 
of his Majeſty's navy, for his influence in my 3 


half: that gentleman did me the honour of mak-- 


ing perſonal. application to Lord Keppel, to whom 


his Lordſhip ſaid, that he meant to keep me acting 
until my ſervitude was up; and deſired the favour 


of Captain C——r to ſend me to him directly. 


I went immediately, and was told by one of Lord 
Keppel's ſervants that he had orders to ſend me: 
directly to Mr. Stephens. I then waited on Mr. 


Stephens, who only repeated former promiſes. 


Three days after this, Lord Keppel ſent for me 
again: I went inſtantly, when his Lordſhip's ſe- 
_ eretary delivered a letter into my hands, addreſſed 


to Captain Falconer, of the Princeſs Royal, and 


acquainted me that his Lordſhip had deſired that 
gentleman to rate me as maſter's mate on the 


Princeſs Royal's books, until my time of ſervi- 
tude in the navy was up. When my time was 


expired I came to London, was examined, and 
paſſed for heutenant on the 20th day of November, 
1783. I went to the Admiralty, and gave in my 
certificate from the Navy office. Lord Keppel 
ſent for me, and ſaid he was ſorry to inform me 


* 


* 


ee 
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chat 1 muſt go to the Weſt- Indies, and join Sir 


Richard Hughes, before I could be confirmed. 


Having been taught to believe, from time to time, 


that the only cauſe of my not having been con- 
firmed, was my not having ſerved my full time in 


the navy; and ſmding, by this explicit determi- 


nation of Lord Keppel, that I had been cruelly 
guped, I could not help ſhewing ſome diſappoint- 


ment, which his Lordſhip took as a favourable op- 
portunity of de/erting me, though I muſt take the ” 


liberty of ſaying, not handſomely. . W 
Lord Howe having ſucceeded Lord a; as 


| Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, I took an early op- 


portunity of waiting on his Lordſhip, and repre- 
&nted the manner I had been treated by his pre- 
deceſſor, and begged his Lordſhip would take my 


N caſe into conſideration. Lord Howe heard me 
vn attention, but did not er me n _ 
_ fanguine hope. 


Captain Curtis, on whoſe friend@ip and . 


11 relied very much, at this time arrived in London: | 


I waited upon him, (but he had previouſly been 


| with Lord Howe) and, greatly contrary to my 
_ "expectation, I met with cool behaviour, accompa- 

nied with reproach, for having overcharged, as he 

was pleaſed to ſay, the Board of Admiralty, for 
the loſs L had ſuſtained by the ſale of my clothes 


and neceflaries, which I was neceſſitated to leave 


a Gibraltar, on my ſudden departure with the 
| op and to add to this mean 1 


3 5 
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1 


9 


tn) 


advanced a palpable xFarsTy, by ſaying there 
5 were ſome articles charged in the account given in, 
which I never had, viz. a quadrant and charts. 
Only two days before Captain Curtis arrived, Lord 
Sydney told me that he had not a doubt of my 
being immediately confirmed at home, when that 
gentleman, who was daily expected, ſhould eor- 
roborate in perſon his recommendation by -{efter, 


(ſee Appendix) when I left Gibraltar. And a few 


days after the Captain did arrive, I again waited 


on Lord Sydney, from whom I found that Captain of 


Y Curtis was my determined enemy; and'that I had 
no room to aſcribe what he had faid to myſelf,” to 
any ſudden heat, for that he had ſpoken rather 


diſreſpectfully of me. But I had (notwithſtanding | 


this ſevere diſappointment) the happineſs to find, 
that it was andy on account of the charge I had 
made for the loſs 1 ſuſtained by my ſudden depar- 
ture with his and General Eliott's diſpatches, that 


any circumſtance was alledged againſt me. 
My departure from Gibraltar on the momentous 
ſervice as above ſtated, was on a few hours warn- 


ing: my clothes and neceſſaries were left in dif- 
. 4erent places; ſome in an Hanoverian - officer's 


apartment, ſome in my own margui, ſome at my 
waſher-woman's, and ſome on board the Brilliant. 


Ta collect chem together was impoſſible, from the 
ſhortneſs of time; and to have made any attempt 


to do ſo, would have been ruining the ſervice J 


was going upon; for ſecrecy was neceſſary, It 


= 


Was 


1 6 1 

uss a proſound ſecret, hen I ſet: oK, and the rea- 

ſon is obvious; a deſerter or a ipy might have 

fruſtrated. the plan I had undertaken. In an open 

boat I paſſed from Gibraltar to Faro, about two 
hundred miles; and on my arrival in London, 
having brought no change ol apparel with me, 1 

had to find myſelf a-new in cyery thing. Every 


gentleman oi the navy knows, at how much lot. 


dcervalue onc's clothes and neceffaries are fold at a 
ſale; and when an otlicer is {ent upon an expedi- 


tion, which requires him to leave his clothes and 
neceſſaries behind him, the fair and honeſt queſ- 
tion is, not what theſe clothes, &c. will bring at 
a ſale, in a garriſon beſieged, where there could 
be no uſe or competition tor {ca utenſils; but what 


it will coſt, the party, who has thus ſerved the 


| public, to put himſelf in the ſituation of clothes, 
Kc. in which he ought to appear, according 10 his 


rank in the navy. Let this ſtatement of facts be 


in his cye; and I appeal to cvery man of liberal 
feeling, how much he muſt be hurt, when he finds 
his account ſcrutinized, as if by a pettifogger 
employed on purpoſe againſt him; when he finds 
it denied, that he was poſſcſſed of articles which 
he both can, and will prove, were in his poſſeſſion. 


In ſhort, when he finds himſelf treated as if he 


ought to have gone to Rag-fair, or Monmouth- 
ſtreet, ta refit himſelf in clothes, or to go to Moor- 
fields to replace his bureau and bedding, his qua- 

is drant and charts, &c. &c. c. Vet ſuch muſt be 


tut 


8 the idea of ine æconomical Captain, who has ob- 
jected to the moderate appraiſement of effects, left 
and loſt by his meſſenger: and were all the cavils 


off this Captain admitted, there would be but a 


trifling ſum economically ſaved to the Adtniralty!!! 
But zeal for one's country is every thing. —Would 
to God ſome of that zeal had appeared, when we 
were idly waſting his Majeſty's ſtores, and publicly 
poſted at Mahon, for being five wecks blocked up 
at Minorca, ba an equal, * not an inferior 8 
as above ſtated: 97 

If any attention has been etgsged by theſe 
pages, if the hardſhips of an individual belonging 
to that claſs of the public ſervants which 'moſt 


eminently deſerves the patronage of the public, 


have at all intereſted the reader's feelings; his mind 

will naturally recur to the cauſe or cauſes, real or 

pretended, which have occaſioned the negle& of 

an officer, who is allowed to have merit, even by 
his enemies: a negle& which, on the firſt bluſh, 
appears to be wilful and ſyſtematical, and there- 


fore, in its proportionate degree, injurious to the 


ſervice and the commonwealth: and that two 
cauſes, or rather one within another, have ope- 
rated, and ſtill operate * ne; I Wis freely 
acknowledge. 
I vas firſt made acting Houvertatis; 4 was pa- 


troniſed by a gallant commander, who happens 


not to be the favourite of, or incenſe- bearer to, 
_ great men at the Admiralty, When, in con- 
1 D 2 flrmation 
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firmation of his own letter, I expected a generous 
acknowledgment of my ſervices from Captain Cur- 
tis, I had the misfortune to find myſelf miſtaken. 
Minds there are, call them little or great as you 
will, who cannot part with a leaf of their laurels, 

though their own crown is as big as a buſh, and 
totally blinds them. There is a fault, a weak- 
neſs, a depravity deep rooted in human nature: 
he that does a man an injury, ſeeks to vindicate 
himſelf by a repetition of it; every remonſtrance, 
every defence, even the groans of the injured 


party, are accounted and reſented as new offences. 


From what has been ſaid, obvious inferences 
may be drawn, which may poſſibly appear incon- 
ſiſtent with the honours of Knighthood lately be- 
ſtowed, and the paintings in the exhibition, which 
were expoſed to the public view laſt year“; and 
yet, if the truth was unveiled in that very tranſac- 
tion, it will be found, that ſo far from contradict- 
ing my relation, that it would ſerve to confirm it. 
Though this may poſlibly incenſe the friends of 
Captain Curtis againſt me, the liberal part of man- 
kind will allow, that / having come home with bis 
and General Eliott's diſpatches, I not only loſt a 
favourable opportunity of promotion, by the ever- 
memorable defeat of the enemy at Gibraltar, but 
alſo a conſiderable ſhare of prize-money, which 
mult have come to me, had I continued firſt 
lieutenant of the Brilliant. The officer who ſuc- 
LES.» M 
Sa : -— ceded 


— a SS © 
ceeded me, when J left Gibraltar with the diſ- 
patches, is confirmed; a favour which is not yet 
granted to me. I received no gratuity on the de- 
| livery of my important diſpatches, which, without 
doubt, contributed to the ſafety of that garriſon, 
Having thus, as above ſtated, been removed 
from ſhip to ſhip, and thrown. into. ſeveral in- 
tervals of inactivity, it is needleſs to mention the 
inconveniencies I muſt have ſuffered, and the ex- 
pences I muſt have ſubmitted to, I have now been 
eighteen months out of employ, and have a family 
do provide for: and the prize-money which 1 
earned in the ſervice of my country, on a ſtation” 
prior to that which placed me at Gibraltar 
But I add no more The ſubjoined Appendix 
will witneſs for me as a naval officer; and if the 
wilful and ſyſtematical negle& with which I have 

| hitherto been perſecuted ſhould ſtill continue, I 
muſt ſubmit to it; but the fervi ce will be wounges 
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Euren of a Litter from Captain - URTIS 1s 
| Mr. STEPHENS. | 5 


7-08 6 Citrattir, Sept. 1, 1582. ” 


„ THE governor, wiſhing me to ſend an of- 
« ficer with the diſpatches, I have ordered Lieute- 
tte nant. Campbell for that ſervice, who has ſerved 
« as firſt lieutenant of the Brilliant ever ſince we 


. left England, with a diligence and propriety that 


©-cauſes me to recommend him ſtrongly. to their 


3 an fayours,” 


The . is a hy of a letter by the late Sir 


Robert Harland, to Admiral Sir Thomas Pye, 

then at Portſmouth ; but which never was deli- 

vered, on account of my having been appointed 
to the Thalia before I left London. 


© Admirathy, 02.21, 1782. 
6 Me Sir, 


« Mr. Campbell, the bearer of this bitter; whale wh 


„ behaviour in making us way home with the laſt 


8 . | eee 


| by 
$6 
1 
1 
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cc 


cc 
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6 pete from Gibraltar, is thought to have 


great merit, and who was appointed an acting 
lieutenant by Captain Curtis; but, unluckily 
for him, that appointment cannot be confirmed 
here, as he has not ſerved the full time; and 
Lord Keppel obſerving that there is a vacancy 
in the Grafton for a lieutenant, wiſhes you 
would give him an order to act as junior Heute- 


nant in her, which I dare believe you will have 


no objeQion to, and of courſe you will report 
your having appointed him as ariſing out of the 
want of a lieutenant to that ſhip. 


Ea” have the honour to be, Su. 3 


« Your on obedient, bumble Servant, 


, Ss 


ce es HaxLaxD.” 


MS Admiralty-Office, 29 May, 1783. 


ws "m6 « Gent, | 
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4 Mr. Coll Campbell — ea to us; | 


* 


de Brilliant, he undertook, on a preſſing occaſion, 


c to bring to England, diſpatches from the Go- 
2M 


40 


64 


. 12 , 1 


that being acting Lieut. of his Majeſty's ſhip 


vernor of Gibraltar, and was fortunate enough 
to ſucceed, though attempted at the greateſt 

riſque. We do hereby deſire and direct you, 
in conſideration of M r. „ ſervices 


* 


ä 


LS 


""-_ A but lelt a verbal meſſage with my 


= 1 
te upon this unnd, to cauſe him to be continued 
* on. the books. of the Brilliant, and paid as 
Lieutenant of her from the iſt of Sept. 1782, 
6 when he was diſcharged in order to bring home 
e the {aid diſpatches, to- the 24th of November 
„following, when he was entered on the books 


s of the Thalia; and you are to allow of this pe- 


<« rigd in the time neceſſary to enable him to pals 


46 as a Lieutenant, when you proceed to examine 


<c him touching his qualifications to ſerve as a 


« Leut. in the Royal Navy. We are, 


3.06 Your affeQtionate Friends, 


(Copy) J Thomas. 15 eee Duxcaxxox, 


4 Fei sr, 
cc « Navy] Board. EYE — "T7 KEENE.” 


« To Mr. Cam PBEL a 
. cc « Sir, Bos 
„ 1 Keppel hs. me that he meant to 


promote you, by ſending you out to ſome com- 
6 mander on a foreign ſtation. He faid, that 


| 60 your country owed you this promotion. 1 
4 chink, that if there were any way of acquitting 


ff the debt, that it owes you a great deal more; 
« and ſo I told him. I was ſo preſſed in time 
% that I had not an opportunity of writing on 


8 * porter, 


L 28 1 


| porter, that Lord Keppel defired you. a 
ce call on Mr. Stephens at the Admiralty, whom 
< he had commiſſioned to ſettle matters with you. 
I hope you received this meſſage. I heartily 
« wiſh you ſucceſs, and am, with great regard, 


get Bir, ar, moſt obedient, 
6c bumble Servant, 


= Nov. 23, 1783. | fr, cc SY DNEY.” . 


ee To. Mr. C4 MPBELLIS 
London, Feb. a, 1784. 
cc. : Sir, 


I received your note, deſiring to know if I 
ce had purchaſed any draughts at the ſale of your 
« property left in Gibraltar. There was one 


„ book with a Channel draught, a draught of 


te the coaſts of Spain and Portugal, and one of 
7 the Mediterranean; and a book called the Na- 


IM val Inſtructions, for which I paid altogether 
about Fight ſhillings Engliſh. | W uy; 


I am, dear Sir, 
e 0. Vour molt obedient, humble Servant, 


de « T. Rr. CHAMBERLAINE.” 


E 8 2 | « Mr. 
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c Mr. CAMPBELL 


LY 3 4 


We 4-10) erg Michael, Feb. 26, 1784. 
A en 


I received ene be the 78th . nine 
< days after date, requeſting I ſhould let you know 


ce what I paid for your quadrant. Pleaſe to know 
ce that I paid for the quadrant, cabin curtains, 
ce one ſheet, one pillow-caſe, and one hand-cane, 


ee either nine or eleven dollars “, I cannot tell 


„ which, having loft the receipt I: had of Mr, 


be, Coleman. | 


ee I am, Sir, : 
& Your humble Servant,” 
= = Micha el“ 
te Theſe are to city.” that I ſold at Gibraltar 


te a chart of the Weſtern Ocean, alſo a book 
te with charts, belonging to Mr. Coll Campbell, 


© late acking heutcnant of his . 8 thip the 
c Brilliant, 


* Witneſs my hand this 16th ray of February 
tc 178 4. | . * | 


Ma Gt Neb at T. Coun,” 


„A dollar is equal to three ſhillings ſterling. 


** Thele 


(md 


e Theſe are to certify, that I ſold, by public 


cc auction, at Gibraltar, a quadrant belonging to 
« Mr. Coll Campbell, late acting een, of 
e his Majeſty' s ſhip the Brilliant. 


« Witneſs my hand this iſt day of March, 


6c 708 


e T. Corn. 


+ Ra: 1 on 
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1 PRES * Clothes, Ge. belongs ging to Mr. Coll 5 
Campbell, which he left at Gibraltar, when or- 


dered upon Government Service, from thence 10 


England, the uf Ns 1782. . 


| 1. 
Three ſuits of clothes, col an 3 al. _ 00 
Four hats (c ditto) at 108. 6d, 2 2 O 
Two dozen ſhirts (ditto) at 108. 6d. 12 12 © 
Three dozen pair ſtockings (ditto) at 48. per part 7 4 0 

Six pair ſhoes, purchaſed * at 108, 6d. 3 3 0 
One pair boots 0 
Eighteen neckcloths, at 38. each — „„ 

Four jackets, at 30s. - 6 o o©o 
Ten waiſtcoats of different forts, at 148. „„ 0. 
Jwelve pair breeches ditto, at 188. - 10 16 0 

Two pair ſhoe-buckles, at 7s. Py 4 0 

One great coat - 110 0 
Two dozen bandkerchiefs, it 4 each - 4 16 © 

Eight night- caps, at 38. - - 8 

Sixteen hand towels, at 25. . 1 

Four table-cloths, at 16s. each — 2: 4 0 
Cott and bedding, money ſheets, pillow- 5 

ceaſes, &c. = 9-0 

| Quadrant, books, and charts „ 100 
en,, „„ 8 
One cheſt and two nn 5 8 
Fuſee and ſword - 25 7 8 

One ſilver * and two o bes- pon 88 
„n 6 
| Rebeived of Mr. Coleman, late Surgeon | PE 
of. the Brilliant frigate, for part of the 6 | 
_ above articles, fold * me 2.0. 
| Gibraltar - - — 8 | 
Balance 1 Is; < 
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TC. That the Remarks on Sir Roger Curtis's Reply 
may come with the greater diſtinctneſs under the 
view of the Reader, it has been thought proper 
to interſe& them with that doughty Work, a 
compleat verbatim copy of which, from beginning 
to end, is given in thoſe ſentences which are in 
the Roman character. The Remarks are dif- 
| tinguiſhed by the * called Talic. 


55 D * 28; 
1 ROGER CURTIS, 
| 16> anSiCpnD; WITH 


[The REMARKS of Lieut, CAMPBELL: 


TO WHICH ARB ADDED, 
| es mt important LETERS in Vindicaion 0 of 
e Ms, CAMPBELL. 


TR. Coll Campbell, who 3 lieutenant 
1 on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Brilliant, 


under my command, having made an appeal tq 
the public, on account of his being diſappointed 
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189 1 
in his expectations of promotion, and having taken = 
therein ſome liberties with my character, it is 
thought neceſſary to make Tome reply to his ac- 5 
cuſation. N 
- This publication of Mr. Campbell's ſhould have 


had an carlier anſwer, but being at Portſmouth, I 
knew nothing of it until the 16th inſtant ; and the 
reaſon why none of my friends appriſed me of it 


was, that Mr. Campbell declared he rad or one 
of the pamphlets to me. 

And Mr. Campbell, indeed, Aporcbe! one to 
Sir Reger, by the” Port/mouth coach, where the 
Knight then was, in the preſence of witneſſes, pre- 


. Vious to ils being advertiſed in ibe London papers.] 


The queſtion of this gentleman's confirmation 


as a lieutenant, having been decided on ſo long 


ago as the month of January laſt, it ſhould ſeem 


| he had, until this time, purpoſely deferred exhi- 
diting his charges againſt me, in hopes that by an 
entire diſperſion of my officers, to his hre aſſertions 
I ſhould have had nothing to oppoſe, but the 
ſame kind of evidence. Fortunately, however, i it 
is for me, that I had them within reach, and they 


have thought it their duty, in juſtice to my repu- 


tation, to furniſh me with ſuch ample teſtimonials. 
of their entertaining very different opinions of my 


conduct from Mr. Campbell, that, adopting a 


very oppoſitc anethod to him, L hal han gory Bal 
4 * of * - 


3 # 4 $ +S 


E. 

[And that Mr. Campbell may not offend FE de- 

licacy of the Knight with egotiſm, he will ſpeat in 
. the third perſon, till the retriſpett of his Remarks 
l Hall render egotiſm again neceſſary.] 

Mr. Campbell commences his hiſtory with our 
Bling from Spithead, in November 1780, and 
the inſtances of bad conduct which he adduces 
againſt me are of very ancient date indeed be- 

tween three and four years ago. [Bit what ts the * 
obvious inference from this triumph ? Are malice and 
0 fabrication the legal conſtructions to be put upon 
delay, "as bere is triumphantly infinitated?” Nog 
 furely, not By any one *who reads the Appeul (wobich 
was publiſhed in May 1784) with attention, i the 
dates of the letters in the Appendix; partitularly of 
theſe which prove, that Mr. Campbell was poſſeſſed 
of charts and a puadraut. "To fis this point is f 
the firft conſequence; 3 for the reader is begged to 
carry it in his mind, that Sir Roger, unable to get 
over bis own letter, recommending Mr. Cumpbell to 
the Lordi of be Admiralty, 'aſcribes his oppafition 
10 him ſolely to à principle of conſciente, Becaſe 
Mr. Campbell bad given in to the |boartl' a" falſe 
charge of the articles left by bim at Gibraltar; 
when be brought home the Governors diſpatches; 
and charts and quadrants were particularly dhjeted 
to by Sir Roger, (as his own confeſſion by and by 
will evince) as not having belonged to Mr. Canipbell. 
And left the ſame weighty Inſinuation ſhould 'b8 
_ brought againſt the preſent Remarks, let the difficulty ) 


1 32 J 

| of procuring a copy of Sir . Keb, Jo fully 
'  eſtabliſped in the Addreſs. to the Reader, and the 

late date of the letter from .the commander and offi 5 
cers of the French Jquedren which blocked up Cap- 
tain Curtis in Mahon harbour (See Mr. Campbell's 
ſecoud Appendix) be appealed to, as vindications of 
the delay of this publication. And bere Mr. Camp- 
Bell may juſtly adopt the Knight's words with. ſmall 
alteration, that, . fortunately fur bim the F. rench 
officers were within reach, and have thought it their 
Auth, in juſtice to truth, to furniſh bim with ſuch 
ample teſtimonials of bis being right, when he judged 
of the force of the enemy who blockaded Mahon, ſo 
differently from the brave Knight.” ]. He fays, that 
nothing remarkable occurred until we entered the 
Gut of Gibraltar. He would have us believe, 


5 that he forgot our baving fallen in with three 


French frigates, off Cape Finiſterre, and that one 
of them lay within ſhot of us (except a few inter- 
vals) during ſevcral hours, and that we received 
damage from her, both in the hull and rigging.— 
And here it was, that I was made acquainted. what 
ſort of judge this gentleman was of the force of 

diſtant ſhipping ; for I bluſh to ſay it, that, con- 
trary to my own opinion, I fell into this ſituation, 
by having, on this one occaſion, , TIGER his 

| judgment. n 5 

[To this Mr. Camp! ell Ro Pcs Ps te aid 
not think the above occurrence any way particularly 
OT But fince. the Kugbt tus calls far 

Ar. 
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22 CompbetPs account of it, Jet bim tiki the 1 
Towing * On Thuy/day, November 23, 1780, at-day- 
Tight,” rontted* 117 fail of \fhips, and Done of them 
appearing to be King's pt, wn e PHoat, Zee, 
But 0 % Abt 22 „E 
Nerf morning, at break of day; Mr. 80235 g., 
be econd liel n, en down, 72⁰ inden Mr, 
Campbell "Yhur be e 4 large ip a: bend. Upen 
this be Pot up, nd wont 10. * acquaint Captain Curtis 
of hb "Fae. © The Captain "Followed bim on deck 
dire, "eval 3s # Was found . that” the Nrange Jbip 
0 with ber ; oretop-maſt down, and fore- op ſail 
unbeht; and! the Captain + and he concluded that Net was 
a Atraggles from'the "Feet" Jeet on the preceding day; 
and Judging ſhe might be.a crippled Hip, agreed to 
mate fail to near her ; "at which time tuo more Hips 
were feen, 70 the S. E. The ie firſt feen, findin ing the 
Brilliaiit % rome up with Ber, made 4 ſignal, which 
"the Jhips to the” leeward anſwered. She now ap- 
"0 Peared-ty 1 Le 4. ſhip of force. Sir Roger” account of 
this adventure requires ſeveral times reading to be 
undenſtobd. Tl mentions the dangerous ſituation the 
Brilliant fel i into, from having one of the enemy's 
frigates lying within ſhot (except a few. intervals) | 
during ſeveral hours; and then aſcribes OG 
» having, for once, credited Mr. Campbell's judgment. 
Bus be Joes not ' ſay what that ' Judgment Was, only be 
bints that he, Mr. Campbell, bad miſtaken” the force 
of the - JÞrp firſt dr iſeavered, by ching, here it war 
| 7. wer made acquainted Jobat fort of judge is gen 
ä T—Tk 
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tema was of the force of diſtant ſpipping,”. as if 
it pas à crime to near a diſtant ſpip ta look. at ber 
force. So far Mr. Campbell may be. blameable ; but 

it Was. bis own. unſeaman-like manæuure which 
brought the Brilliant into the fituation he complains. 
of. * The fact is, Captain Curtis, in place of hatol- 
ing out to_windward of the ſhip. be was. chaſing, - 
with ber - fore-iop-maſt dewn, bore up, and ran down 
"before the wind, and cloſed the tevo ſhips in S.E. fo 
near, that there was uo alternative but to bear 
through between, In compleating this. manauvre, 
the ſouthernmoſt ſhip fired ſeveral ſbot at the Þrilliant, 
which hurt her no further than cutting off. one of 
ber fore-maſt ſeifters, and tearing the coat of the 
fore: maſt, and one ſhot making. @ dent in the fic 4e. 
This the Knight i is pleaſed to call by the compreben- 
Ave name of damage both in the hull and rigging. 
| Nor. muſt Sir Roger's bold affertion, that one of 
the enemy frigates g lay within ſhat (except a few 
. intervals) during ſeveral bours,” paſs un, eproved. 


What was the Brilliant doing during theſe feverat 


bours? is a queſtion, which any landman may aſt, 
and which the gallant Captain cannot anfeer : but 
what maſt a ſeaman think of the affertion, when the. 
fact 1 fairly ftated? It is thus: one ef the ſhips 
4. bead, ſeeing the Brilliant, coming down with all 
the canvas out that could be clapped on ber, and 
running fix or ſeven knots. an hour, took. in ber top- 
gallant ſails, and hawied. her main Jail up, lo re- 
 reive hah ;. e the Brilliant to . her very 


_— x 
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TS ſhe di reftly bore after, and nale all the fait” 
palſible to come up with her, for near ' four bours; when, 
= tbe Brilliant leave her, ſhe gave over the chaſe. 
There was alſo a ſignal flying from ibe ſhip which 
Had no fore-rop- maſt, and which, together with the 
other that was a-ftern of the one that fired on the 
Brilliant, was all the time in chaſe of her. Let 
Captain Curtis reconcile theſe fats with the Pofibi- 
lity of one of the enemy*s ſhips lying ſeveral hours 
wvithin ſhot of him, and let him confider, that in 
thus ftating the rencounter, be e wed 0Wn con- g 
dul mbxcuſable.) OY IE. 

We have now to remark on Mr, Campbell's 
firſt opportunity of ſeeing any thing amiſs in his 
Captain. — He fays, “ Nothing remarkable occurred 
« till we were entering the Gut, when we were 
0 cloſely purfued by two large frigates a and axcbeck, 8 
« which being favoured with a breeze, were com- 
« ing up with us very falt, their large launches 
« with all their oars, towing them a- head, and 
„ the Brilliant becalmed. As ſoon as the enemy 
* began firing, I adviſed Captain Curtis to order 
« out the boats, to Keep the ſhip's head to the 
cc ſea, (there being A popling ſea right on the 
« beam of the Brilliant) and to heave her right 
« down broadſide upon the enemy, Captain 
« Curtis ſaid it would be of no ſervice, and that 
ct it was impoſſible to avoid being taken. | I re- | 
turned, that I thought there was a poſſibility to 
- avoid being taken, when we ſhould be favoured 
F 2 ee 6e with 


b. 36. J. 
x with the fame breeze. the enemy then had, . 
« Captain Curtis made no reply, but ordered onc 
of his ſervants to get all his plate ready to be 
<« put on board the enemy's ſhips- 1. deſired 
« again, to get the boats out, and. Captain Curtis: 
_ « ſaid again it would be of no ſervice, but that 1 
cc might. do as I thought proper. 1 immediately 
* ordered the yards to be ſquared, and to get the 
e boats out, which was done in a few minutes, 
_ « getting the ſweeps to work. After the ſhip's 
tc head was got to the ſea, ſhe was towed at the 
« rate of one knot and a half an hour. 1 ordered 
«all her ſteering fails to be ſet, and as ſoon as the 
"© breeze. came up, the ſhip, by our indefarigable 
<6 exertions, Was ſoon got out of the enemy's reach. 5 
cc By this manæuvre two boats, but no lives were 
« loft, and his Majeſty s trigate was ſaved.· 1 
It ! is not my character to withhold frpm any man, 
the merit that is duc to him, nor ſhall, I deviate, | 
in the practice to Mr. Campbell. When we were 
lying, becalmed, and che encmy.s ſhips were ad- 
vancing towards us with A: light air. they were 
bringipg up, | had expectations the breeze would 5 
overtake us defore their ſhips could reach us; but 
it was obſerved, that, the enemy adyayecd, as faſt, 
as the wind; and 1 ſhall not deny but that it might 
have been Mr. Campbell, to whom the thought 


* 


* 


9 of hoiſting out the boats firſt occurred ; [How re- 


JuRantly this. might-have-been conſe Non comes, 
which next breath be e gamer Ar, N. B., 
The 


E 
- 


Er 3% N 
The Knight bas Juſt told us, be never credited. Mr... 
Campbell's judgment but once, when they neared the. 
large ſhip off Finifterre ; and for that he. Iluſbed, 
he ſays.] And I alfo freely allow, that he exerted, 
himſelf on the occafion—and, ſo; did every body! 
T [Jack o* the bread-room, loblolly-boy, and all. 
But is this the generous report given by a commander 
of his firſt lieutenant ! Every, lieutenant in the navy» 
ought 10 feel the inſulting manner in which his cm 
mand is here treated.) I will neither deny, but in 
that confidential communication, which is not un- 
_ uſual between a Captain and the perſon ofhciating+ 
| as next in command, I might have expreſſed my 
fears that we ſhould not eſcape: [The Knight is 
again at bis might-have confeſſtons. — Pooh, Sir 
DLour might- have is tantamount.] But when he ſays 
that he was forced to teaze me into the meaſure» 
off boiſting out the, boats, and that I diſregarded 
the King's ſervice, to attend to my private con- 
cerns, I mult oppoſe my aſſertions to his, by de- 
_ claring that ſuch inſinuations are falſe and malevo- 
lent, { Sir Roger has, above, treated Mr. Campbells 


Appeal as founded ſolely on bart aſſertions. Bus 


what confuſion er impudence. muſt: have, poſſeſſed. him 
doben be ventured ſuch an afjertion ! Are all the 
letters in the Appendix to Mr. Campbells, Appaal, 
are thoſe moſt important ones which fix the Giving 


rd ſelling of the objected- to quadrant, Ge, 


bare aſſertions! — In proof of Captain Curtis's 


D 
care of bis plate, as charged in the Appeal, * Mm. 
Campbells ſecond Appendix, tetter I.] and bring 
IT—— of what I fay the evidence of my offi- 
cers [alias fel/ow- -detinguents}. See Appendix. 
His next accuſation is relative to Mahon. — 
e Sorie time after, when the Brilliant, Porcupine, 
« and Minorca were blocked up in harbour at 
* Mahon, for upwards of five weeks, by three 
French frigates, Captain Curtis ſent me to Cape 
Mola to reconnoitre the enemy's force. On 
* xeturning, I gave my opinion (as was the opi- 
* nien of the carpenter of the Brilliant, who at 
* my requeſt accompanied me) thut their largeſt 
«ſhip did not carry more than thirty-two guns. 
Our force conſiſted of the Brilliant of twenty- 
. eight, with eight additional guns and carro- 
« nades; the Minorca, of eighteen guns, with 
ten additional ones; and the Porcupine of 
«. twenty-four guns. There was like wiſe an ord- 
_ «© nance ſtore-ſhip of twenty guns, and fix pri- 
<< yateers, from © fourteen to twenty-four guns 
"8 e lying in harbour, all ready and willing 
to afſiſt us. Next morning Captain Curtis ſent | 
3 2 me, and aſked if I thought the ſame of the 
% enemy then, as I did on the preceding evening. 
« L expreſſed- my ſeritiments, that I thought we 
e were loſing a very favourable opportunity of 
« taking or deſtroying the encimy' $ er ; but this 
* r was W 5 


Upon 


K 


* Tk theſe ſhips firſt F their - appearan 
1 the harbour of Mahon, having had: ; A * 
ſcription 'of their ſuppoſed force from ſome who 
had reconnoitred them from the welt, ſide of the 
2 iſland, I made a diſpoſition, for going out with the 
land breeze to attack them the next mornings. and 
two little privateers (the only Engliſh, 0 were 
in the harbour) were to accompany... pe, and had 
their inſtructions from me. Late in the evcnin 
however, 1 received a report, acquainting me, 
e that the cruizers off the harbour were French, 
* yiz. the Sultana, Flora, and Montreal? 0 e I 
| therefore laid aſide. my intention of going untill 
had better information on the ſubject. Early the 
next morning I called. on Captain Lawſon, of the 
Minorca,. whole ſhip. lay near me, (who was as 
brave a man, and as good an officer, as the ſervice | 


- had). and we went together to the harbour's mouth 


to reconnoitre : the . They were at 09, 1 


* K. 


chat a every circumſtance, Jet their mn 
be what their may, their ſuperiority to us in force, 


rendered it improper to go out to attack them. 
Sir r Charles Knowles, Captain of the Porcupine, 


 vd atel tad 6} 2d 
* The force of theſe fps was faid to be, 
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dw. © N 1 . declared 


4 3 


2 art 1 the Aus opinion. Captait tasta; to 
my misfortune, but more to his country, is dead; 

and Sir Charles Knowles is abroad; but the teſti · 
Mmony of the lieutenant of that ap is in the Ap- 
Pendix, and clearly proves his Captain's opinion. 
And is alſo proved by the atteſtation of Mr. 
Bradſhæw, the lieutenant of the Brilliant, that this 
Very Mt. Campbell entertained the ſattie opinion. 
LA. Bradſbato g words in Sir Roger's Appendix, 
ure, Bote vef, very Toofe and vague. © I remember,” 
fays be, « af the time, 79 have beard Mr. Campbell 
_ Expreſs the ſame opinion,” —to wit, that Captain 5 
Curtis + was Tight in not going e out to attack the ene- 
But admitting this, whith Mr. Campbell does 

mot celle, it antounts Yo nothing, unleſs the time 
Eben uch epinion was given is fixed. T. Bat it was 
It after he reconnbitred the ' enemy, and declared 7 

ir their largeſt” Jhip did not carry more than 

Shirty:two guns, Mr. Campbell poſitively affirms. 

. Campbells remarks on the blockade of Mahon 
Barbour will come in their proper place, after the 
authorities produced in his ſecond Appendix.) An 
_"Gapty diſmantfed ordnance ftore-ſhip had indeed 
been thought of, to be equipped for the occaſion, 
but ſhe had lain by fo long, that >. / | 
rejected 1 5 
Upon this REVERE b 1 relied on the ” 
opinions of thoſe, whoſe ſentiments, 1 in ſuch a caſe 
It was my duty moſt to regard, that is to ſay, the 
Tons of the Captains ſerving under me, and 


r ar 1 
1 ice, and concurring in ſentiments 
wich them, I took my meaſures accordingly. 
- [And no wonder thoſe ſame ſea-officers concur in 
1 ſentiments in exculpating their noble Captain. 
Mr. Campbell ſays, I ſent him to Cape Mola to 
reconnoitre the enemy, and that the carpenter ac> 
companied him. I did not recolle& the cireum- 
ſtance, but ſince I have ſeen his pamphlet I have 
called on the carpenter, accompanied by a brother 
officer, and he affirmed, that he did not go to Cape 
 "Mola with Mr. Campbell; ſo that I think it is 
needleſs to touch on the intercourſe that he ſays 
there was between us in e of this n 
85 * Cape Mola. 
lau miſerably vague again 5 Who was the High 
ther officer who thus accompanied Sir Roger | / Why 
have we not a letter from him alſo in Sir Roger”s 
Appendix! Does the carpenter ſay he never did at 
= any time accompany Mr. Campbell to reconnoitre ? 
 IWWhat is here ſaid amounts to no more than that the 
carpenter was not ſure of the name of the place. 
Aud can Sir Roger imagine, that on ſuch a vague in- 
cConcluſive teſtimony as this, Mr. Campbell's report 
10 bim of bis opinion of the force of the enemy, an 
cobat followed upon it, ( ſee the Appeal) are to be 
ſet afide as mere fiction? No, the reader will fin 
it by and by confirmed by the ſtrongeſt collateral 
proofs, when the blockade of Mabon comes ta ny 
n MT 1 Sane” 


1 


He ſays alſo, that the blockade continued for ; 


five weeks, whereas the ſhips were in ſight of the 
illand of Minorca only from the 28th of January, 

1781, to the 12th of February following. I 
| ſhould not have mentioned this circumſtance, but 


that it marks the gentleman's m— and atten- 8 


tion to veracity. 


[ With what a Alle of ſelf. ſufficiency the Knight 
bere bolds up bis own date of the time of the 
blockade; and as if arguing from à ſelf-evident 
ruth, with the utmoſt gravity of face damns the 
weracity of the man who dares to bint a contradic- 
tion. But indubitable evidence will | ſoon over- 
 2obelm bim when Mr. Campbell 's vouchers come to 
be examined.) 
The laſt charge is, About a / 3" FO aſter, 
« the Brilliant, Porcupine, and Minorca, went 


e up the channel of Malta, where he had been i 
but a ſhort time when we ſaw two ſhips (which = 


ce we were given to underſtand afterwards, were a 

4 Turky merchant ſhip and a Corvette) on our 

«© weather beam, and gave chaſe; but night coming 

« on, we loſt fight of them. Next morning we 

& ſaw the ſame ſhips to windward, about five miles 

* diſtance. Captain Curtis made ſignal for the 

- a Porcupine and Minorca to make all the fail 

4 they could to come up with the enemy. As 

e ſoon as we began to chaſe, Captain Curtis ex- 
+ prefſed his fear of mafia and yards being car- 


6c ried 


«rc 


8 


ne away, ſhould we come to an euge gement. 
I replied, that in ſuch caſe we had a port to lee- 


ward as well as the enemy had. Tt coming on 


to blow very hard, the enemy's ſhips were ob- 
ſerved to clew all up. The King's ſhips ſtill 
carried their courſes, and had the enemy's ſhips 
right a-head. Captain Curtis, putting his ſpy- 
glaſs on the capſtan, ſaid he ſaw the Minorca 
« give a fignal of diſtreſs, and directly ordered 
© the Brilliant to bear up to her aſſiſtance. I 


5 ſeemed not to hear theſe orders, till they were 


«c 


cc 
"on 


5 


&« 
| ba 


« 


- E. vociferouſſy repeated. But when the Brilliant 
c came up with the Minorca, Captain Lawſon 
told Captain Curtis that he had made no ſuch 


ſignal, and ſeemed much diſpleaſed with- him 


for retarding the purſuit : Captain Curtis ſeemed 
in great concern, and ſhewed viſible ſigns of 


grief for what he had done. On which I went 
down to the gun-room, not chooſing to be a 


ſpectator of ſuch diſgrace to his Majeſty's 


quarter deck. Soon after, Mr. Malone, maſter's 
mate, informed me, that the other officers had 
prevailed on Captain Curtis to retire to his cabin, 
whither they accompanied him, in order to alle- 
viate his grief; but I did not make one of the 


party. On this occaſion the ſhip's crew were, 


very buſy in beſtowing epithets peculiar to 


themſelves, for the great diſappointment they 
had met with. Some days afterward, Captain 
Curtis lent for me to his cabin, (after a cool- 

% <@© | on 


1 


181 


* hb on | both Giles: for ſeveral: days) a re- 
2 queſted, that all might be buried in oblivion; 
and it never ſhould have been otherwiſe, had 
not Captain Curtis, from motives beſt known 
«to himſelf, made himſelf afterwards -buly: in 
fruſtrating my appointment. The enemy's ſhips 


ee haying eſcaped, ſome time after we returned 


err, „ 
Here again this gentleman _ n to pri- 5 
vate converſation ; ¶ And what is more natural in a 
caſe lite Mr. Campbell 8 2) and I do not know but 
1 might have expreſſed a hope, [Another moſt auk- 
ward might have confeion.] that we ſhould not 
ſuffer in maſts and yards, as I Was greatly out of 
the limits of my ſtation, and knew not where to 
get others. ¶ I hat was there no port to leeward, 


458 Mr. Campbell had juſt aſſured bim] In what 


manner I carried fail that day, appears in the teſ- 
timonies of my officers, - The carpenter came offi- 
cially to me, and repreſented the vaſt quantities of 
water there were on the decks in conſequence of 
it, and the danger of the maſts. | Here it 15 worthy 
of remark, with what art Sir Roger gloſſes over this 


28 affair of bis ſtopping purſuit. He talks again and 5 
a4 gain of the. ſail be carried; but Mr. Camp bell 


| goes Nor accuſe him on that head; fo: far from it, 
be owns that Captain Cu; is made ſignal fer the 
| Porcupine and Minorca to make all the Jail they 
| could to come up with the enemy. But Sir Roger 

dwells with delight on the ſail he made, and bran- 
3 „ To. Ale, 


e . 
diſhes away where there is no enemy. ] I confeſs, 
however, that I did leave off chaſe, upon ſuppoſing 
I ſaw a ſignal of diſtreſs on Board the Minorca; and 


the maſter of my ſhip was of the ſame opinion. 


The proof i is, that the log was. written by his own 
hand while we were going down. to the Minorca, 
before we knew of the miſtake; and I find it ſtands 
thus: © Bore up to join the Minorca, ſhe having 
cout a fignal of diſtreſs.” ¶ A ſeaman muſt laugb 


5 et the ſtreſs here laid on the maſter's marking the log 


with bis own band. The Captain was preſent, had 
applied his Jty-glafs to his. eye, and had given his 
opinion.] It is alſo proved, by the teſtimony of 
Lieutenant Bradſhaw, that himſelf and ſeveral of 


the men alſo thought the ſame.—But what was 


taken for the ſignal was a part of the main-topſail 
that had blown looſe. Mr. Campbell fays, that 
when we left off chaſe, the enemy's ſhips (if they 
were ſo) were right a-head : it will be ſeen by the 
_ declarations of the officers, that they were nearly 
in the wind's eye of us. He ſays alſo, that Captain 
Lawſon ſeemed much diſpleaſed at my having re- 
tarded the purſuit, upon a ſuppoſition of his make _ 
ing a ſignal of diſtreſs. But it appears, by the 

declaration of our Purſer *, who was preſent. at 
the firſt interview between Captain Lawſon. and 
me after the tranſaction, that he thought very dif- 
ed 1 Io he laid, | . I carried lo much fail, that 


5 See + Appendix, N 


n 
e 


[4 1 L 
« he thought I was mad.” [Again moſs ral ; 
vague and inconcluſtue What has Captain La- 
Jon's opinion of the ſail carried by Sir Roger to do 
with bis opinion of Hopping the purſuit ? Mr. Camp- 
bell alledges Captain Lewſon was vexed at it; and 
bebold the proof that be was not. Where was Sir 
| Roper going with all this ſail of which he was fo 
proud? Why, truly, not to attack an enemy, but ts 
affift # fſbip which wanted no aſſiſtance. The fat, Z 
| however, that Captain Curtis left off chaſe, is fully 


Ef acknowledged by bimſelf ; and the excuſe is, that be 
thought be ſaw a fignal of diſtreſs on board the Mi- 


' Minorca's main-top-ſail flying looſe. What muſt a 
' feaman think of this? Every officer in the ſervice 
mu know the difference between a fignal of diftreſs, 
and the bunt of a main-top-ſail flying looſe. But 
Jome of Sir Roger's officers thought as be did. Ay, 
ay, they are excellent judges of diſtut ſhipping, as 
will appear toben we. examine the blockade of 
Meabon.] But ſuppoſing that we admit the infinu- 
_ ations of Mr. Campbell to their utmoſt extent, to 
what do they amount ? Only, that Having ceaſed 
to purſue a ſuppoſed enemy from a miſtake of a 
 Hgnal, upon the diſcovery of my error rl Nr gem 
my concern! 
ih pretty, ably eaſy indeed, Sir Knight! 
3s a great ſchool-boy wipes his blubbered cheeks, and 


nora, which turned out to be only the bunt of the 


males light of bis diſgrace. But however lightly 


CO * 150 naw * to talk of it, be felt, 
| 4. 


tal 


at the time, ib the detection of his falladous' ma- 
næuvring, the ſhip's crew murmured their diſſatis- 
Faction, and opprobrious names were written in chalk 
in the moſt conſpicuous places. And the Captain's 
ſenſe of ſhame overcame him ſo very much, that he 
exhibited every ſymptom of real diftreſs ; and was 
even pitied (for the moment) by thoſe who deſpiſed 
him. As a corroboration of this, fee Appendix U. 
Diten 33 | 
Es © circumftance L: am now to 3 
upon, depends entirely upon the credit that will _ 
be given to my aſſeverations, oppoſed to thoſe of 
Mir. Campbell. He fays,. „ ſent for him to my 
& cabin, and deſired that all might be buried in 
<« oblivion ;” meaning to infinuate, I ſuppoſe, that 
being ſenfible-I had ated improperly, I wiſhed 
him not to divulge it.— But this is the fact: it was 
my cuſtom for the officers to dine with me in their 
turns ; and upon Mr. Campbell's being aſked, be 
: ſent me an excuſe. Recollecting that he had ap- 
5 peared diſſatisfied upon the miſtake of the ſignal, 
Il ſent for him to my apartment, and told him that 
l expected from him the open behaviour of @ man: 
that if he perceived ought amiſs in my conduct, it 
Was his duty to avow it, and cauſe me to account 
for it; but that I would allow of no behaviour 
which might tend to create party and diſſatisfaction 
in the ſhip, He aſſured me, I entirely miſtook 
him; and that the reaſon of his wiſhing to decline 
: Giving with me, was owing to his being indiſpoſed, 
| "IP 


| 
g 
y 
4 
3 
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To 
tering 2 very croubleſouts = And Ido 


moſt folemaly athrm, that this is the ſubſtance of 
the interview alluded to, and not as Mr. Ss bY 


has repreſented it, _ : 
[her aſſeveration muſt be ns 5 9 
tion, the gentle Knight very cordially inſinuates 18 
the few ſelef? readers, whom be favoured and bo- 
noured with a fight of bis printed Reply, the ſupe- 
rior reſpe due to bis own. That ſuch implicit res 


' ſpe? is due to the Knight” s milk and water account 


of the above interview, the impartial reader will 
bardly grant, when he conſiders the temper of the 


ſhip's crew at that time. Mr. Campbell's Appeal 
fs, On this occaſon (viz. the purſuit being 

| fhapped) the ſhip's crew were very buſy in beftowing 

epithets peculiar to themſelves, for the great diſap= 

Poiniment they bad met with,” And that there war 

 diſſatisfat#ion in the ſhip, and that Sir Roger locked 


upon Mr. Campbell as the ringleader of it, is fully | 


implied in bis own account of ſending for that officer. 
But Sir Roger evades entering into the hiſtory of 
the diſcontent of the crew, though it was fo great 
es to oblige bim to read the Articles of War, ſee 


Appendix II. letter I. and would have the reader to 
think, that the interview ended with compliments 
about heag-aches, and dining, and Mr. Campbell's 


diſauswal of any diſapprobation. But Mr. Camp- 


bell moſt ſolemly affirms, that ſuch was not the ſub- 
| Rance of this interview, defiring the reader to keep 
in mind Sir Reger's own conceſſions, and bis agony 


T „„ 
on the reſentment” of the crew, which bs Nopping 
the chaſe 'orcafioned ; which'- agony Mr. Campbell 
reminds him of, and which he bas never\denied; 'but 
only endeavoured 10 fritter away. Let the'rdader, f 
cc <veighing theſe,” .caſt bis eyt do Sir Roger's boaſt; $5: 
that bis mind was ronſriunt ¶M the propridtycaf bis 
conduct on all cceaſions; and ben give he Prefes 
"= to hee affeveration\be' thinks Proper. . 
Mr. Campbell is not very exact in his account 
of £the ſally from Gibraltar foe the ſeamen were not 
even. nominally- commanded by him, but being 
formed in two diviſions, one party was under hies 
direction, and the other under Lieutenant Muckſe 
of the Porcupine. He ſays, that though my owrt - 
crown of laurel is as big as a 'buſh, and totally 
blinds me, I eared not to part with a leaf to afHHi⁰ο 
ther perſon! The proof Fave to adduce; thatT | 
am not poſſeſſed of ſo meati Xſoul? is, that though | 
J led the! ſeamen' to the ens lines myſelf, E 
ſunk my oun name entirely wich a view to DY. 
credit to him and Mr. Muckle; 7 | 20 it 2607, 
. N be London Gazette Jays epreſoly, that the fea! | 
men were communded by Lablrenanti Campbell an 
Muckle:* Thus, it Seems, the great ſoul of Fir Roger 
ſuppreſſed bis otbn, to gide: credit to their namics 
The obligation, bowe: ver, is only to bis erculpatory 
friend Mr. Mur ble, after the"; Jeamen had marched 
out to the batieriet "Can bi Roger forget" that h 
twice ſent « an Meer of the A to lol for him? 


r 

Aud can be alſo forget the meſſage delivered to 
Mr. Campbell, and the opprobrious terms in which. 
he then /poke of - bis now friend. Mr. Muckle ? 
Mr. Campbell acknowledges that Captain Curtis, 


N ed with the title of Brigadier General, marched 
con with the ſeamen in the character f a volunteer. 
5 Sir Roger may bluſo for bis gn © uot eur no- 
i 353 direction.“ The 9 Litutidant Muckl: war 
F A abſent, and Campbell did command, for which he 
Fi received the warmeſt thanks of General Eliott. 
I | _Beboldstbe- * . 2 the e Sir | 


- . 5 

=_ | This gentleman 18 not more ant | in his TIY 
| : c.)ount of the afliſtance we afforded: to the Helena 
= | brig in the bay of Gibraltar. It is very true, that 


on the moment of my ſeeing the neceſſity of ſup-- 
porting the Helena, Mr. Campbell, being the offer 


70bo, * if aſhamed .of the naval ſervice, was gra- 5 


* 


| that f but there were uin ch on 
it as well as him, and whoſe behaviour was equally 
meritorious; the Vanguard gun-boat was alſo. 


wiſe there in my barge, and condutted che whole 

of the buſineſs. _ > 
Here again we have oll hs * every one, \ 

equal Meritorious 5 with the ny Mr. 9 


employed as well as the Repulſe, and I was like- 5; 


3 7 51 1 
: bat A that: at the reſcue of the Hilega big, 


Captain Curtis was preſent in bis barge. But is at 
a loſs to know what. Captain Curtis means by ſaying, 


bo appointed him to the command of the boats which 


vent to ſupport the Helena, becauſe be was neareſt 
at band. | The «ther officers were equally. near at | 
band on deck. The inference is obvious.) 
For my own part, I really ſee nothing of which 
Mr. Campbell has to complain, but that fatal ad- 
vice which induced him to preſent to the Admi- 
ralty, a bill which he knew he could not juſtify, 


1 [Me. Campbell would aſk Sir Roger, as a gentle- 


man, and a man of honour, if he did not adviſe 
Him, in a private converſation on the Parade at 


'Y Portſmouth, Fanuary 17, 1783, fo charge the board 


high. But prompted by nd lucrative view, Mr. 


Campbell made out ſuch an account as appeared to 


Him reaſonable and juſt. Not, indeed, according to 
what his neceſſaries ſold for in à garriſon befieged; 
but to what it would coft the party, who left his own 

1 clothes, Sc. on a moſt emergent public ſervice, to 
put himſelf in a fttuation of clothes, Ge. ſuch as he 

_ ought to appear in ſuitable to his rank in the navy. 
(Of this more fully, ſee Mr. CampbelPs Appeal, p. 


1, 18.) Perhaps it was with @ view, that Mr. 


Campbell ſhould charge the board high, that Sir 
EKReger became a purchaſer of ſome of his effefts; for 
Mr. Coleman, ſurgeon of the Brilliant, who ſold 


- your Y his clothes and neceſſaries as he could collect, 


Hz 


1 | 


1 42 1 


= affirms, that Captain Curtis purchaſed one of TY | 


 might-caps for fix ſoillings ; but for which he never 


paid. ] and which amounted to ſuch a ſum, that he 


might have ſuppoſed, it would not be paid without 


fome ſort of inveſtigation. He had received a very 
generous ſum of money * from the Admiralty, to 


- reimburſe his travelling expences, [ To ſome read 


ers, 1761. 175. may ſound bigh as travelling ex- 
| pences; hut let it be confidered, that 140 miles of this 
Jorruty were from Fare 10 Liſbon, the expence of 


the boat's crew included: that the paſſage to Fal- 


mouth ſtood upwards of twenty guineas : that 
coming 2xpreſs from Falmouth to Londen is not a 


trie: that delayed by ſevere. illneſs upwards of 


nine weeks at Scotland-yard, attended by à ſer- 
vant, be waited in vain for ſuch gratuity as 1s 


uſually given to the bearer of fortunate diſ- 


| | patches. When all theſe are included in his 
travelling expences, Mr. Campbell preſumes that Sir 


Roger's calling 1761. 17s. a very generous ſum, 


will appear to the generous reader as meddling where 
be had no buſineſs as unworthy of a gentleman aud 


an officer. Mr. Campbell received not one farthing 
e the uſual gratuity, though be had the honour to 

| dine, invilation, with. the Right Honourable 
Lord Sydney. ] and he would have been rewarded 


[- with ones bad he been. Fbgibls to it, and 


es na. NG... 


: ; ; FED, | | ih 


cio} 


with N view e I charged, him with the 
diſpatches, but I was uninformed that he had not 
then ſerved the requiſite time in the navy. { bas 
and does not Sir Roger bluſh to advance this groſs 
falſity in hearing of his officers, or does be ſo bear- 


ih deſpiſe their meanneſs of ſoul that he ventures ii? 


Even one of them knew, and Captain Curtis knew, 


| that Mr. Campbell was only acting lieutenant. - . 


caſe of this kind is never a ſecret on board a king's 
ſhip. Captain Curtis told Mr. Campbell, when a 
vacancy happened in the Speedwwell, that be was 
 forry he could not promote bim, on account of his not 
baving ſerved his full time. And on that very 
ground Captain Curtis eme! Lieutenant, Brad- 
ſhaw ever Mr. Campbells head. Behold nom the 
honour of the Knight's aſſeverations! Sir Roger's 
letter to the Admiralty. (ee firſt Appendix) ftyles 
Mr. Campbell in the manner an acting lieutenant is 
always mentioned, © who has ſerved as firſt lieute- 
nant.” And it muſt be obſerved, the being ſo 
ſent home was a particular mark of favour, which 
many then under my command would have con- 
ſidered as the greateſt obligation. 
[To upbraid a man with an obligation which has 


2 proved ruinous to him, is truly worthy of the great 


| foul of Sir Roger. But had not Captain Curtis then 
thought better of Mr. Campbell than of any other 
officer under his command, who will believe be 
would bave ſent him on ſo perilous an expedition!] 
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Upon my return home from the Mediterranean, 


I preſented officially to the Admiralty, a lift of 
ſuch officers whoſe confirmations or promotion = 


was my duty to ſolicit ; with their ſeveral preten- 


fions annexed to their names, and in which liſt 
| ſands Mr. Campbell. [Mr. Campbell believes this. 


Ir is to an influence, not then tried upon Sir Roger, to 


which Mr. Campbell principally aſcribes his taking 


part againſt bim. Upon the delivery of this lift, a 5 
paper was put into my bands for me to give my 


opinion of, purporting to be an account of things 


leſt by him at Gibraltar, when I ſent him to Eng- 
land with my diſpatches. I certainly faid I thought 


the account very unjuſt, and I was informed the 
board meant to enquire officially into it from the 
| ſurgeon, in whoſe cuſtody they were ſuppoſed to 


be left. Being much diflatisfied with Mr. Camp- 
bell on this account, and meaning to ſpeak to him 
upon it, and wiſhing that there ſhould be no miſ- 


repreſentation of our conference upon this ſubject, 


I took Lieutenant Hopper of the marines, and 
Mr. Coleman, the ſurgeon, with me, (two of his 


ſhipmates) and in their preſence produced the 
paper to Mr. Campbell. I avow that I condemned 
it in very ſtrong terms, and in animadverting on 
each article, | came to a charge of 13]. 10s. for 
_ quadrant, books, and charts, upon which I ex- 
claimed, that I never ſaw any inſtrument, book, 
or chart _ he bad, He me replied, 


V _ © umaced, 


L 55 * - 
on indeed, but he had ; * upon dich I ad, had 
you, then I beg your Pardon but 1 never ſaw you 
uſe them, and thought you had none. This he 

calls advancing a Falſiix. | 

lere follows Mr. Campbell's bill, the Admi- 

ray letter to Mr. Coleman on it, and Mr. Cole- 
man's reply. 5 

[The account being the ſame a as 5 that 1 given | 
in Mr. Campbell's Appeal, it is thought an 

10 trouble the reader again with it here.] 
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CELERY 0 OP, Ada Lao 
 Adniraly-Offe, Jar 2 3, 1764. LS 
is I R, . 
Mr. Coll Campben, hte a&ing e on 


board his Majeſty's ſhip Brilliant, having wank 
= mitted to my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 1 
1155 ralty. an account of the loſs he ſuſtained by com- 


ing from Gibraltar, in September 1782, on the 
ſervice of government, the wearing apparel and 


other things mentioned in the ſaid account, though _ 
_ valued at 1271. 15s. 6d. having produced no more 


than x61. and their Lordſhips underſtanding from 


Mr. Campbell, that he left the faid wearing ap- 


pare}, and other things, under your care, to be 


diſpoſed of to the beft advantage; I am com- 
manded by their Lordſhips to ſend the ſaid account 
to you, and to defire you will let them know, whe- 
ther the ſeveral articles therein mentioned were 
|. be in your charge; whether you conceive the va- 1 
| uation ſet upon them to be reaſonable, or what you 
judge they might fairly be worth, and what the 


i2me really did produce upon fale ; - and with your zT 


anſwer _ will pleaſe to return the incloſure to, 


OY your —_ bumble Servant, 
i, => PmLP STEPHENS. 


Ar. Coleman, x Surgeon of the 
#B Hliant, Ne. e Strand. 


a. 


E 
9 0 BY 15 
sud e. 2 Ss 1784. 


I received your letter of the 2 23d nts with py 
an account of the wearing apparel and other 


ttings belonging to Mr. Coll Campbell, late acting 
lieutenant” on board his Majeſty's ſhip. Brilliant, 


left to my care at Bie. in een 17825 7 
to be diſpoſed of, ah 


Tuoou will be pleaſed to 1 my nk F 
; miſſioners of the Admiralty, that I have examined 


the ſaid account, and find a greater number f 


ſeveral articles inſerted than what were left to my 


charge; alſo ſome articles mentioned, that were 


not left to my care, by Mr. Campbell. 


It is my opinion, that the valuation» 55. upon 
them is very unreaſonable, as the greateſt part of 


= wearing apparel left to my care were nearly 


worn out. The whole of them were ſold by pub- 
lic auction, and produced 161. 16s. which, I be- 
lieve, was the real value of them: out of which 


ſum I paid (by deſire of Mr. Campbell) at Gib- 


raltar, 121. 16s. and the balance I paid to Mr. 
Campbell in London, in June 1783, at Which 
time he ſaid “ he was very much obliged to me 
b for the care I had taken of his wearing appa- 


« nel, and other things; and that! had ſold them 


„ . 


Tar 


6 FAY a larger um than he poſſibly expected r 
* oed. 5 . 


| Tam, Sir, ge. hes 
THOMAS COLEMAN. | 
1 Pail anten, TS: Sc. &e, oY 
eee en eee dne ces l le 


1 paying Mr. Campbell the balance in June, 
1783, he was not only perfectly ſatisfied, but was 


Cee ſurpriſe his effects had fold for io much 
money; and that his bill for 1271. 188. Gd. was 


dated the 27th of November following. Beſides, 


Mr. Coleman now informs me, that Mr. Camp- . 
bell left a letter with him, defcribing where all 


his effects were depoſited; and Mr. Coleman col- 
lected them by that letter, and he believes (and 
fo does Mr. Campbell's other mefimates) that no- 
ching belonging to him was loſt. Mr. Campbell 
makes a charge of 71. 78. for a fuſce and ſword: 
but Mr. Coleman ſays; the fuſee was not his; and 
before he left Gibraltar, he had deſired Mr. Cole- 
man to give it to the owner. I am really ſorry to 
enter into theſe things, but ie boreen me to RP 
ny conduct. 
Mr. Campbell * me of vein! his enemy. 5 
If not to ſupport a thing I know to be unjuſt, is 
e 15-9 bas n 


KS WJ 
being an enemy, I was ſo: but in all other re. 
ſpects he knows that I was not, and is very ſenſible 
of the pains I have taken to get him promoted; 
and 1 only ceaſed to ſolicit for him, when I thought 
I could do it no longer with propriety:  :Nay; 1 
even ventured to intercede for him, after the ſur- 
geon had officially given his eien oy the ex- 
_ceptiaenable lt. t I 5 1 OS 1 
. [That is, literally, he ceaſed, and bs ad not «roſe, 
to ſolicit for Mr. Campbell} © F 

Mr. Campbell's remarks. et that 
has been had to my conduct at Gibraltar, merits 
nothing but my contempt.” The evidence upon 
which I have on that account been noticed, is of 
ſuch eſtimation, that I ſhall not degrade it by a 


Tz ee, with this gentleman's inſinuations ! 


[Mr. Campbell bad binted in his Appeal, "that 
- Brigadier: Commodore Curtis's behaviour," when the 


red- hot balls deſtroyed the Spaniſh floating batteries, 


was not very honourable to him. The angry Knight 
makes the above Don Ruixote-like flouriſh on bis 


091 honours. Bravery and humanity in an officer, 


are ſure recommendations to popularity in England: 
and true it is, Captain Curtis went out in his barge, 

and aſſiſted in ſaving ſome of the Spaniards. But 
_ where was the brave Brigadier-Cummodore during 
the awful conteſt, when: the red-hot balls repulſsd 
be formidable attack. of the enemy? Why," ſafe in 

bis bed — four hours' ſafe in bis bed, _though often 
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tas 


fent for. When all the danger ſeemed over, he got 


on bis hreec bes, and came ſtrutting to the boats; and 
a ſplinter, from the remains of the laſt-expiring 

bulk, killed @ man in bis boat. O what a brave 

glorious Knight is this ſame Sir Roger | For the 

above fatts, Mr. Campbell ITO to vm ee 

then in the garriſon. 

I do not think it a little to my | etedit; that 


amid& all the officers who have ſerved; with me, 
Mr. Campbell is the only one who has obſerved 
me to act improperly. I account the teſtimonies 2 
of their en, which they have given me 


on this occaſion, to be highly honourable. With 


a mind conſcious of the propriety of my conduct 


on all occaſions, and ſupported by theſe unani- 
mous teſtimonies -of -: my - officers, I take a final 


(Jeave\of Mr. Campbell, and conclude this ſubject; 
tle fearing that I ſhall ſuffer at all in my reputa- 


tion, either in my e or Wan Annen 
1 e ü 


n 
- % vu 3 » „ * . * * 


eee ROGER CURTIS, 
" Linden Jin 22d, 784. yi 


«ef 33 Ps my Mr. CaphdPrevime, 


committed in his charge for the articles left by him 
at Gibraltar, is now in place. The biftory of it is 


* Sven 2 Sir ge ey” 8 pats * 


Info” 


"=" condue? * W 0 


3 8 3 

into 1 Lambs at the Admiralty, avepordilie to be 
an account of things left by Mr. Campbell at Gib- 
raltar, of which his opinion was aſked; and be owns, 
<« T certainly ſaid I thought the account very unjuſt.“ 
That afterwards he took witneſſes with him to Myr. 
Campbell, and in their preſence produced the paper 
to bim. To which he adds, 1 avow that F eee 
it in very ſtrong rm” ED 


But bat parts has Sir Roger ecified as . 2 


Only bo; Heß, the article of quadrant, books, and 


charts, which he. denied Mr. Campbell's having 
poſſeſſed, as bis own glofſing account of that matter 
_ moſt fully proves. He avows, that be arraigned the 
account in very ſtrong terms, and exclaimed on the 
article of the quadrant ; and which frong terms 
and exclamation, carry ſomewhat very different 
from © T beg your — _ never 1 * and 
_-_ you bad none.” . 


Sir Roger thus confeſſes, that be bad ce 


Mb. Campbells account at the Admiralty as very 


unjuſt, previous to this meeting with Mr. Campbell. 
lere then Sir Roger avows the moſſ flagrant injuſtice 
to an officer, condemning him unjuſtly at the Admi- 
ralty, in the very moment when bis promotion was 
in queſtion, and from which it is evident the board 
were ſet againſt bim. Let Sir Roger reconcile this 
infamous pre-judging, with his" abſurd boaſt, that 

© be had @ mind conſeious 0 mn * 15 * 


The 


T2 72 


be wry . article which Sir n FO conde- 


= fende to ſpecify as unjuſt, is the charge of 71. -# = 


for a fuſee and word. ' The fuſee, be ſays, Mr. 
Coleman told bim was not Mr. Campbell's, ww, 5 
Zefore be left Gibraltar, deſired Mr. Coleman to 
Five it to the owner. I am really ſorry, adds 
_ the Kuigbt, © to enter into theſe things; out be Joes 5 

me to juſtify my conduct. - 
But what conduct? the being blocked up in Ma- : 

| bon barbour, by an inferior force, or his malicious 
Precipitancy in calling Mr. Campbells account, at 
#be Admiralty, very unjuſt, becauſe he had never 


feen a quadrant in his poſſeſſim, which be afterwards 


wwas convinced, by bis friend Coleman, that Mr. 


| Campbell had. And is this baſe raſbneſs to be 


juſtified ty another fale oo ag _—_ 88K — 
Lind? 5 
11 fry of tbe be fuer is | fiphy et a Mr: Ay. 
Bell bed à borrowed fuſee, which, on leaving Gib- 
Fuallar, be defired might be returned to the owner, 
<obich be ſuppoſes was done. But Mr. Coleman 
"muſt remember bis having had another fuſee, which, 
be ſays, was exchanged for a pair of piſtols. Now 
"the fußt is, Mr. Campbell exchanged with à Mr. 
Hilman, tbe Piſtols for the fuſee which is charged 
An his account, in which, it is to be noted, e 15 5 
EB mo charge for piſtols. 5 boos 
M. Coleman's part in the rt into Mr. Camp 
val. account comes now 10 be confidered. By the 
letter 


Tov 


1 Letter from My. nn Secyitary to the Admits 


ralty, Mr. Coleman is conſtituted judge of Mr. 
Campbell's effects, what they might be really worth, 
Sc. as if Mr. Campbell were bound to abide by 
his opinion. Every man of buſineſs muſt perceive, 
that the queſtions aſked upon this extraordinary 
| power given to Mr. Coleman, require ſpecific anſwers. 
But Mr. Coleman has not complied, His anſwer is 
looſe and evaſive: he aſſerts, in general, e the 
«c greateſt part of the wearing apparel left to bis 
© care, were nearly worn out. The whole of them 
were ſold by public auction, and produced 161. 165. 
rvhich he believes was the real value of them.” ® 
Indeed, Mr. Coleman! let the reader, if be has 
pos in his Majeſty's navy abroad, turn back to 
| Mr. Campbell's account, and he will find the quan- 
_ tity. of articles by uo means unneceſſary or extrava> 
gant for æn officer going on a foreign tation, where 
be might remain Jome years. And worn as they 
might be, will any man in his ſenſes believe, that 
16/. 16s. was the real value of all thoſe articles? 
The aſſertion affronts common ſenſe. Warn as they 


could poſſibly have been, to be in uſe at all, the bed- 


ding, linen, and apparel, would have brought more in 
London from any old clotbes-dealing Jew. Even 
the other articles, never diſputed by Sir Roger, are 
worth much more: and every gentleman” who has 
ſeen ſervice knows, at how much under value one's 
alben and 9 are ſold, at a Jole in a garri- 


ſon 


. +: 


Cer 


| vn zefeged; and the fair queſtion'(as fated i in A. 


= 


® 5 


Campoels Appeal) is, not what the efets left by bim, 
when ſent on an emergent public ſervice, will bring at 


uch a ſale, © but what it will ceſt the party, wwho 


bas thus ſerved the public, to put himſelf in the 
fetuation of clothes, Sc. in which be ought 10 ap- 
pear, according to bis rank in the navy. Let this 
ftatement of facts be in bis eye; and Mr. Campbell 
appeals to every man of liberal feeling, how much 
de maſt be hurt, when he finds bis account” ſeruti- 
nized, as if by a peitifogger employed an purpoſe 
againſt bim; when be finds it denied, that he was 
poſſeſſed of articles which be can, and will. prove, 
were in bis poſſeſſion. In ſhort, wwheu be finds him 
felf treated as if be ought to baue gone to Rag-fair, 


_ erManmouth-ftreet, to refit himſelf in clothes; when, 


in conſequence of bis diſpatches, he waited upon, : 
and wwas invited to dine with di ferent cid of 
State. 


To the Aran ge inaccuracy of Mr, 8 re- 


Ppecling the piſtols and fuſce, let it be added, that | 


Mr. Campbell could never obtain from him the 
written particulars of what he ſold. And frange 
it is, that that gentleman, without ever being able 


8 produce either inventory, or account of ales, 5 


ſhould write fo peſitively, though jo logſely, to the 
| damiralty, upon buſineſs to which be paid ſo little 
ettention. But this will be accounted. for ly and 
1 Sir — exulis 6 the Jatisfaftion Mr. 
| CP „ 


I 65 1 


> Campbell „ and the thanks be gave Mr. 
Coleman for his care, confeſſing that he did not ex- 
pelt his effes would have brought ſo much. But 
by. the concluſion of Mr. Coleman's letter to the A. 
miralty, the reader muſt perceive that the one Was 
only a piece of common civility, and the other a * 
evident Jneer. — — — 
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AVING ſeen 3 publication of Mr. Coll 
Campbell, who was acting lieutenant on 
board his Majeſty's ſhip the Brilliant, commanded | 


by Captain Curtis, in which he attacks the cha- 
racter of that commander, and as I was lieutenant 


of the ſhip during the whole time, I think it a 


duty in me to ſtep forth, and render juſtice to 
Captain Curtis's reputation. 


As to his firſt charge, in regard to our bann 


attacked near to Gibraltar, in December 1780, 1 
very particularly noticed the Captain's conduct on 


that day, and it Was impoſſible for any man to 5 


have attended more to the duty, of the ſhip, or 
have been more active in the "—_— n means 
for her preſervation. 


As to the fortnight we were blocked up 6 
Mahon, from the 28th January, to the 12th of 
February, 1781, (which Mr. Campbell lays was 


| five weeks) hereby in that the enemy ap- 


Ba EX . 


8 5 1 
peared to be ſo much our ſuperiors in foree, that 
I think Captain Curtis, 'confidering all circum- 
ſtances, would not have been juſtified in going out 
againſt them; andI remember, at the time, to have 
heard Mr. Campbell expreſs the ſame opinion. 
In regard to Captain Curtis's leaving off chaſe 
near to Malta, in February 1781, I hope he will 
_ excuſe me if I ſay, that, in my opinion, he carried 
fail much too long, and the Porcupine and Mi- 
norca were under their bare poles a great way 
a-ftern, Being then in the waiſt, attending my 
duty, I heard ſeveral of the men ſay they ſaw a 


i. ſignal of diſtreſs out on board the Minorca, and I 


thought I ſaw it myſelf, before it was noticed on 
the quarter- deck by the Captain: and when we 
left off chaſe, inſtead of the ſhips being a-head, as 
Mr. Campbell alledges, they were almoſt directly 
to windward of us, and a great way off. And I do 
declare, that during the whole time I ſerved under 
the command of Captain Curtis, both in the Me- 
diterranean and at Gibraltar, he always exerted 
bimſelf to the utmoſt for his Majeſty" 8 ee 1 
a brave, good odcr. E 


- Zonbentenier hiodin 
* * June, 1784, 
WILLIAM SMITH AA 
| pb n . 3 .  Licutenants: „ 
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[The epitome of this letter is, that Mr. Camp- 


| bell was acting lieutenant ; that Captain Curtis was 
= only blocked up at Mahon for a fortnight, and was 
perfeHly in the right not to go out to attack the ſupe- 
rior enemy; that be carried ſail much too long when 
be left off chaſe near Malta, &c. But who ever 


accuſed Captain Curtis for not carrying ſail enough ? 


Mr. Campbells charge againſt bim is totally dif- 
ferent ; it is for leaving off chaſe on a pretended miſ- 
take, which, if really a miſtake, diſgraces him as a 
ſailor ; but the Knight and his friends ſlide over 
that, and dwell on the wonderful ſail be carried. 


Vo. 1. 


Dynn Regis, June 22, 1784. | 
SIR, ihe ai 


1 am honoured with your's 4 the 17th inſtant, 


and am ſorry it was not in my power to anſwer it 
dy the return of poſt, by reaſon of my not ar- 
riving from ſea till yeſterday ; but hope the delay 
Vuoͤsll not be attended with any inconvenience. In 
regard to the reflections thrown on your character 
by Mr. Campbell, for your conduct on the three 


ſeveral occaſions, the opinion I was of at the time 
I full retain, and ſhall think myſelf happy if the 


incloſed, which I have the honour to fign, will in 
5 ma leaſt contribute towards the diſproving the 


3 
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aſſertions s of Mr. Campbell. But if, on dhe don: 
trary, it ſhould be found inadequate to the end 


propoſed, I ſhall be ever ready to ſerve you, in any 


other way which is found to be moſt eligible, in 
res of a character for which I have the en 
. l 
Aud am, Sr, Tb 


Your moſt obedient humble Serial, 
af HENRY HUBBARD. . 
Sir e Curtis, Kut. London. > 


| Warr 848 1 have ben infombd; ths Mr. Coll 
Campbell, late acting lieutenant on board his 
Majeſty's ſhip the Brilliant, has lately publiſhed an 
Appeal to the Public, wherein he refle&s on the 
character of Captain Curtis, commander of that 
ſhip, for his conduct on paſſing the Gut of Gib 
raltar, on the 21ſt of December 1780, wherein 
ve were attacked by the enemy ;—as alſo concern- 
ing his behaviour when the Brilliant, together with 
the Porcupine, and Minorca floop, were blocked 


up in the harbour of Mahon, by three French 


frigates, from the 28th of January 1781, to the 
| 12th of February following: — and likewiſe accu- 
ſing him of improperly leaving off chaſe, on the 
27th February 1781. I do, therefore, in juſtice 
to Captain Curtis, think it neceſſary to declare, 
that in reſpect to Mr. Campbell's firſt accuſation, 
n in nab ee maſter, near to the 
N a — perſon 


L 20 J 


perfon of Captain Curtis during the whole 5 25 
tion, and that nobody could be more anxious to 
fave! the King's ſhip, and that he performed his 


= duty, in every reſpect, as became a good officer. 


In regard to Mr. Campbell's ſecond charge, I was 
always of opinion, that conſidering the apparent 
ſuperior force of the enemy, Captain Curtis did 
right in not going out to attack them, As to Mr. 
Campbell's third charge, we left off chaſe, ſuppoſing 


| the Minorca had a fignal of diſtreſs flying, which 


I thought to be ſo as well as the Captain, although 
we found afterwards it was only a part of the main- 
top-ſail blowing looſe ; but, notwithſtanding this 
circumſtance cauſed him to leave off chaſe at that | 
moment, yet, I do declare, that he carried fail to the 
laſt extremity, and that the Porcupine and Minorca 


were then a long way a-ſtern, and to lee ward of us, ” 


under their bare poles, and that the ſhips we were 


nn chaſe of, were nearly in the wind's eye of us, at 


a great diſtance. And I do further declare, that in 


all the variety of ſervice in which I have ſeen the 
_ d4aid Captain Curtis engaged, he ever ſhewed the 


| greateſt zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice, and he always 
behaved like a | brave and capable officer. 
| E Soups under my FRA Yes 3 the a 
eee „ 
HENRY. HUBBARD, 
1 14.5 . Ine-Maſter of ac faid Ship. 
' 1 bea of King's Tia Nera. 
| Sworn before me, Sauk Brews: TE 3-0 
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| [ Mr. Habhard here oom that if bis et 


| ſhould be found inadequate 40 "the end propoſed, = 


that is, to diſprove Mr. Campbell's aſſertion,” he 


will do any. thing elſe that Sir Roger may point 
du (Bravo 0. Then the affidavit ſays, that he bad 


not feen Mr. Campbell's Appeal, who was acting 
lieutenant © that Sir Roger was a good officer, and 
was quite right not to attack the French wha 
| blacked him up at Mahon : that he left off chaſe by 
. miſta le; ; and then comes the wonderful ſail be car» 
ried, Vr, has backe, at all 10 4 with the 
A 1 


| No. mW. | 7 


beben, 225 Jane 1784 , 
's 1 R, f 


1 was e 5 your 1 . — ond 
I am extremely ſorry to find diſappointments in 
the ſervice ſnould have carried Mr. Campbell to 
ſuch lengths, as to ſtrive to calumniate Jour cha- | 
racter, after you did _ thing 1 in your Howes . 


7 _— 


for Mm. 


Permit me to alſure you, that It will give me 
great ſatisfaction, if I can be of any ſervice to you, 


either here, or by e ee London « on 0 
| occaſion, | 6 | * EONS 


J am not the le ft uneaſy at the tran ib has 


b 5 publiſhed, when I conſider” JON” Jour officers will 
” be erh to contradiet 1 9 


TW 


e 


C 72 1 


1 beg leave to ca you on your appoint- 
ment to the Ganges, which I hope is ack a 1 
to greater promotion; and I .,. k 


Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, 5 
* Four moſt obedient, and moſt humble Servant, 1 
Ide „ e HOM. HOPPER: 


| © Wnrnzas T have been informed, that Mr. « Colt 
Campbell, late acting lieutenant on board his Ma- 
Feſty's fhip the Brilliant, has lately publiſhed an 
Appeal to the Public, wherein he reflects on the 
character of Captain Curtis, the commander of 


that ſhip; and as I was ſerving in the ſaid ſhip the 


Whole time, 1 do, in juſtice to Captain Curtis, 


1. hereby declare, that to the beſt of my judgment 


and belief, he in no one inſtance behaved unbe- 


17 coming the charafter of A moſt zealous, Made; 


Sven under my Lond, at — 3 
12 * Juue, 1784. 4 1 

£ THOMAS HOPPER, 
Jahr n nr 


14 


Le 2 Mr. . hog the Keizer, ho relling 
| bim be bad done every thing in bis power fur Mr. 
| Campbell. But who made this boy 4 judge of the 


matter T1 is impertinence in the extreme] He was 
| 4 enly RR * Mr. a Bad publiſbed re- 


. ; uin . 
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aging on Captain: tin, be knew not ale particu- 8 


Lars, and accordingly giues his teſtimony, in the moſt 


zuconc luſiue and Vague manner im. 


#4 F = oj 3 E — 


inable. ! 


* Vo. V. 
. eilt nt: be oat 
| 6 1 William — late I of — wY 
ſhip the Brilliant, having ſeen a publi be, 10 * 


7 Mr. Coll Campbell, who was acting lieutenant 


on board that ſhip, which is greatly injurious to 
the character of Captain Curtis, our commander, 
think it proper to declare, that in regard to the 
Captain's behaviour on our being attacked in De- 
cember 1780, when we paſſed the Gut of Gib- 
raltar, I was upon the quarter-deck, and near him 
the moſt of the time, if not the whole, and that 
it is impoſſible any body could be more anxiouſly 
attentive to the duty of the ſhip than he wWas, or 
more active in carrying it on.— As to the affair at 
Minorea, I am myſelf no competent judge; but 1 
know it was the opinion of thoſe officers who 
might be ſuppoſed to be the beſt judges in ſuch a 
matter, that Captain Curtis would have acted very 
imprudently, if he had gone out to engage the 
enemy. He appeared to carry a vaſt deal of fail _ 
When we were in chaſe ncar to Makes and I re- 
member very. well being preſent when Captain 
Lawſon and bs firſt met, aker the buſineſs of that 
dau, gn Caras exprelſcg bus. * * 
210 | © M 


74 1 
at the manner OY Curtis carrie during 
the chaſe; and faid further, < that he thought he * 
was nad, or words to that effect. And 1 thin 


it neceſſary to declare generally, that ſo far as I 
have been able to obſerve, and I have had many 
opportunities of doing it, Captain Curtis always 
ſhewed himſelf to be n in his ch 8 
ſervice, and a brave officer. 148 | 


Given under my band at Lindon, 
"000 2015 e 25 


Wii wabpr. 


151. Maude, Fae Tag — . A 5 = how 4. 
weeks at fea. before ſetting out for Gibralter, owns 
be is no jud ge, but atteſts for the other officers, thinł- 

ing the Captain very prudent in lying ſnug in har- 
our, during the blockade of Mahon. Then comes the 
extraordinary ail that was carried, at which Captain 
Taufen wondered. But he ſays not one word to the 
purpoſes. whether or n Captain Lawſon was cha- 
4 24 at the ee of 4 the e as Mr. nin 3 


. oF 
25 „ 


1 it 
11 r ane nm 
| No. dr OSDIR 
TW Witty PO e eee eee 
Having read a pamphlet, ſigned by Mr. Coll | ; 
Campbell, who was acting heutenant on board the 
Brilliant frigate, commanded by Captain Curtis, 
Era a « wer actince! ſurgeon} and in which pin. 


t 5 


vhiet. Mr. Campbell has caſt ſeveral reoldicas on 
= character of our commander 5 and being de- 
ſirous of doing every thing in my power, in order 
to render juſtice to Captain Curtis's reputation, I 
| have much ſatisfaction in declaring, that ſo fat as 1 
I can be thought to underſtand theſe matters, and 


do the beſt of my judgment and ſincere. belief, the | 


inſinuations thrown out againſt Captain Curtis by 
the ſaid Mr. Campbell, are entirely without foun- 
dation, he having, in my opinion, always behaved | 
like an able and brave commander. 1 1 8 


Signed by me, at London, © | 
Rage "Ove June, 784, > hers 


THOMAS. COLEMAN, 


"ob it ſeems well Been that Mr. Camplell | 


das only acting lieutenant ; © and my opinion is, 
that Captain Curtis is right, and Mr. Campbell 
_ wrong.” What a pretty road is | this * A 
N r N * | 


b Since Mr. Campbell's W were une "= 
| the laſt leaf of Sir Roger Curtis's Reply has been 


* unfortunately loſt ; and though diligent ſearch has 


been made to procure another copy, in order that 
it might have been given entire to the Public, yet 
has this ſearch proved fruitleſs. With ſo much 
care do the friends of Sir Roger conceal it from 


the bt! „„ 
5 bu L2 1 "he 


0 


The part miſſing contamed, à letter from the 
gunner, carpenter, and maſter's mate of the 
Brilttiant, and one from an officer of the Por- 
cupine. The ſubſtance of the firſt is, that they bad 
only heard 'of Mr. Campbell's charges agoinſt Sir 
Roper,” wh» they ſay was blotked up a fortnight at 
Mahon ; during which they think, according to the 
ve of their judgment, that Captain Curtis, by 
2 in port, behaved © as became * moft 

zeatous;. brave, and capable officer.“ 

The other gentleman atteſts, that bis Captain, 
himſelf, and every man on board the Porcupine, were 
very well pleaſed to lie ſnug in barbour during the 
blockade of Mahon ; and then comes the wonderful 
fall carries by Sir Roger, when be miſtook the fig- 
nal; which, as ſaid before, is miſleading the reader 
from Mr. Campbell's s accuſation, and is taking * 
Feld, and Arutting about in 15 ww, cnet is 10 
enen. = 

On the whole, all theſe es "Wh as "I 2 
candid and judicious reader muſt obſerve, are as 


looſe, vague, and gon; ed as Mr. 265g on . 
_— cies have 14 th ol 5 
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| London, April * 1 766 
M* Coll Campbell late firſt licutenant of 
his Majeſty's ſhip the Brilliant, having ap-; 
plied to me for ſuch facts as I know relative-to the 
4 eruiſe of the ſaid ſhip up the Straits, when com- 
manded by Sir Roger Curtis: I do hereby certify. 
and declare, that on Thurſday the 21ſt of Decem- 5 5 
ber, 1780, we entered the Gut of Gibraltar, and 
being chaſed by two large frigates and a xebeck,, 
Captain Curtis, finding that we could not leave 
them, walked like a madman about the deck; and 
I have been informed by bis own ſervant, that he 
| afterwards went down to the cabin, and ſtowed 


away all his moſt valuable effects into his lore” 


4 , inſtead by on decke to ſoerwint was "RE 
1 N . ä 


2 c 78 5 
become of his Majeſty” s ſhip, as a brave and y vi- 
gilant offcer ſhould have done. I likewiſe remem- 

ber, if Mr. Campbell had not ig on getting 
out the boats, the ſhip muſt have n! into the 
hands of the enemy. © 2 
I do alſo further declare, that we were dikes 


up in Mahon harbour for upwards of four weeks, 


by three French frigates ; when, at the ſame time, 
we had three Engliſh frigates i in Mahon harbour, 


The Brilliant — 36 guns * 
"Porcupine  - 26 


. pes - 


Minorca — 28 


and fix fail of armed ſhips, from FEE vans to oy : 
guns each. I do alſo certify and declare, that ſome 
time in February 1781, the above ſhips in company, 
being ona cruiſe up the Channel of Malta, we ſawtwo 
ſtrange ſhips on our weather beam, and gave chaſe; 
but the darkneſs of the night coming on, we - = 
ſight of them. On the next morning we eſpied 
the ſame ſhips fix or ſeven miles to windward, and 

| gave chaſe; and ſoon after Captain Curtis gave 
out, that he ſaw a fignal of diſtreſs on board the 
Minorca, which no officer or man in the ſhip ar 
but himſelf. On this we bore up to her, when we p : 


found the ſuppoſed ſignal of diſtreſs to be no other . 


than the bunt of the Minorca's main-top- für en 
looſe. Every body ſeemed much concerned for the 5 
5 ar Dis 2 Ulappointment on this occaſion, and 


; 
An A 3 * go 7 a3 
> 


22 2 0 Thatis, including their amade, oe... 


DE: + 
I am certain we e muſt have come up with theſe ſhips, 
and taken them in leſs than one hour, had not Sir, 
Roger Curtis retarded the chaſe. Upon diſcoveriny 4 
the error, Captain Curtis eried out openly on the 
quarter-deck like a child, continually bawling out 
that he was ruined. I likewiſe ſaw-him going into his 
cabin, followed by ſome of his officers 3” but 1 
| thought I ſaw too deſpicable a ſpectacle of his be- 
haviour on the quarter- deck, to follow him to the 
cabin - door, to be eye-witneſs to more diſgrace to 
his Majeſty's ſervice. A few: days after this he 
read the Articles of War, and addreſſed himſelf 
to the officers and ſhip's company, and made uſe f 
the following words: © I came among you as un- 
ſpotted as the ſnow, and now you are all ſtriving to 
takeaway my character. We all could have told him 


bo unbecoming an officer he had behaved on this 


occaſion, as well as on ſome former ones; but he 
knew well while he read the Articles of War, that 
nobody could contradict him, and that he might 
ſay what be thought proper. He then told 
us, we might hoiſt the black flag at once; and 
laid, as for his own part, he did not care if henever 
got a farthing prize money. After he had ended 
his unſcaman- like ſpeech, he ordered the boatſwain 
to pipe all hands to their duty. To the truth of che 
above! am reagy to 0 my affidavit if , 


(Signed) bas *% nnd; 
0 las GRAHAM. 


No. 


bp, what was the matter? And was anſwered 


= Rl 3% J 
20 \ * ox: ov 57 No. II. 4 Er 1 ya. eos Þ | 
Thee are to certify, that Captain pan af his 
Majeſty” s ſhip the Brilliant, on the aych of Fe- 
bruary 1781, being then cruizing up the Channc! 
of, Malta, and in chaſe of two ſhips, the Porcu- 
pine and Minorca, in company with the Brilliant, 
he petarded the purſuit on that occaſion, by 
Fenifying that he ſaw a ſignal of diſtreſs flying 


on board the Minorca, and went down to her relief 


and that coming near to that ſhip, he found out 
| that the pretended ſignal was only the bunt of the 
 Waip-top-fail that had blown looſe, which indeed 


wWeſt of the ſhip's crew could have informed him of | 


Hefore, if with propriety. So ſoon as we came down = 
d the Minorca, and Captain Curtis had been con- 
Vvinced of his error, he diſcovered great ſigns of 
grief; and after having been uſhered to bis cabin, 
oy Ibag an opportunity of being at tlie cabin-door, and 
Heard him crying, and making a great noiſe; upon 
Which I aſked: ſcveral people ho were 123 


by many, (ſome of whom had been both ear 
nnd eye witneſſes) that, as a recompenſe for 


me ne opportunity loſt, Captain Curtis was ery- 


a ing, and tearing his hair; and ſaying, ed, 
. Mihy was L afraid of a letter of ef [8-07 : 
yon under my hand at Landau eds 
this 31ſt July, 1784. 
Nr Jorn WATSON, 
Late a 'marine on board the Brilliant. E 
6 ; Lo No. 
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Mr: Col Campbell, late FR lieatehdit of his 4 


ae s ſhip the Brilliant, Captain Curtis com- 1 


mander, having applied to us for ſuch facts as lie 

within our knowledge, relative to the cruiſe of 
the Brilliant, Porcupine, and Minorca; up the 
Straits: In compliance with this requeſt; theſe are to 
certify, that ſome time in the month of February 
1781, (being then on board the Brilliant) we faw . 
two ſtrange ſhips on our weather beam, ànd gave 
chaſe; but the darkneſs of the night ſoon coming 
on, we loſt ſight of them. On the next morning 
we eſpied the ſame ſhips to windward of us, about 
five or ſix miles diſtant, when we renewed the 
chaſe. Soon after Captain Curtis reported that 
the Minorca had a ſignal of diſtreſs out, and 
the Brilliant bore up directly to her aſſiſtance. At 

| that time our chaſe were about half a point upon 
the weather bow, without any fail ſet, and we were 
carrying our courſes with a Cloſe reefed main-top- Z 
fail, When we came up with the Minorca, we 
found that the pretended ſignal of diſtreſs was no 


other than the bunt of the main-top-ſail, which 


had blown looſe. On this occaſion every one 
ſcemed . concerned, a and OE exprefſed their 
| — 


ON 8a 


ſentiments very freely, for the great Uſappalac- ; 
ment of purſuing thoſe ſhips, which we are verily 
of opinion we could have come up with in about 
an hour; and, beyond all doubt, muſt have taken. 
Upon diſcovery of the falfe ſignal, Captain 
Curtis retired to his cabin in ſeeming great diſtreſs; 
but immediately before, (for reaſons which we. 


cannot take upon us to aſſign) on Captain Law- 2 


ſon? 8 deſiring to know of him what thoſe ſhips 
were which. we had been in purſuit of, he made no 
reply... Being walking under, the half deck oon 
alter Captain Curtis went to his cabin, we ſaw him 
on the ſtarboard ſide of it, crying as a child, and 
tearing his hair, on account (as we then ſuppoſed, 
aud do even now ſuppoſe) of the diſcoyery having 
been made of his very great backwardneſs in 
purſuing che above ſhips; which every hody blamed; 
him much for, and many expreſſed their ſentiments, 
ſo. loudly, . that he could; not help hearing them; 
chile others wrote their mind with chalk, on ſe- 
veral conſpicuous. places, ſtigmatizing him with 
very unfayourable epithets. Some few days af- 
terward, upon his finding the ſhip's crew almoſt in 
a ſtate of mutiny, be read the Articles, of War, 
and afterwards addreſſed; himſelf to the officers 
ag crew thus: I came amongſt you unſpotted . 
as ſnow, and now you are endeavouring to ruin 
«my charafighs by calling me coward. If I baye.. 
al Mares. LAs Which 
$459} T4 even 
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« even this little * (polning' a * jul by 


Mi . a fuD nis 167 155 - 
| cal ; 1 — F 
"Diva under our * at nl * 


chi is ae of Auguſt, whos e e e 
C eee nde a0 6 18 
Wee © (Signed): "oy 


3 OHN DAV IDSON, on of the kene, 
der e, oni "087 1! 


| GEORGE BROWN, Giger Maher, and 
who ſteered the ſhip on that occaſion. 

| MicAAEL BURR, one of the tafferter's 
SL or crew, but fate a nds wide. hs. ih 
enn 1 TRIP P, foremaſt-man. 
1 — THOMSON, tis * ank. 
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We bels hümes hre Ae ſabſeribed; 3 
of his Majeſty's ſhip the Brilliant, in eonſequenee 

of Mr. Coll Campbell, late firſt lieutenant of ſaid 
hip, having applied to us for ſuch facts as we do 
retain, relative to the cruize of the Brilliant, Por- 
eupine, and Minorca, up the Straits: We do bereby 
certify and declare, that ſome time in the 


\month 
of February 1781, we ſuw two fttange' ſhips on 
our weather beam, and gave chaſe, but night com- 

ing on, we loft fight of them. Next morning we 
rn the 3 ſhips to windward of us, about five 
”" MI 12 or 
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or fix es diſtant, when we nd the chaſe. 
Soon afterward Captain Curtis called out aloud, 
that he ſaw a ſignal of diſtreſs flying in the Mi 5 

norca; on which the Brilliant bore up directly to 

her aſſiſtance. At that time the enemy's ſhips were 

about half a point upon the weather bow, without 
any fail ſet, and we were carrying our courſes with a 
cloſe reefed -main-top-ſail. When we. came up 
Vith the Minorca, it was found that the ſignal was 
no other than the bunt of the main-top-ſgil which 
had blown looſe. The general diſſatisfaction on this 
occaſion is eaſier to be conceived than expreſſed. 


We are verily of opinion, that had we continued = 


| our purſuit, we ſhould have come up with thoſe | 
ſhips. in about an hour, and, beyond. all doubt, 


ſhould have taken them. Upon diſcovering an 


univerſal diſapprobation in the countenance of every 1 
body, Captain Curtis returned to * cabin 1 in 
ſeeming great diſtreſe. 
goon after this we had an — * 3 

Captain Curtis ſitting on the ſpare tiller on the ſtar- 


| board fide of his cabin, crying and tearing his hair, 
on account (as we ſuppoſe) of the diſcovery of his 
backwardneſs in purſuing. the enemy. Viſible 
marks of _ diſcontent from every quarter, and 


Vritings with chalk on ſeveral conſpicuous places, 
induced Captain Curtis to read the Articles of War, 
ſome few days after this unlucky incident. Im- 
mediately after reading of which he made a ſpeech, 
and n the r and crew, by way of ex» 

> Bf „„ e 


1 ” 1 
eulpating himſelf from the bear change mur 
mured againſt him -. " 


| Given under our 2 75 at London, 
the Ah Auguſt, ue 


(Signed) | Ft 


DANIEL. CARTER, qoialani © 
WILLIAM RUSLING, foremaſt- man. ; 


PATRICK GANNON, his mark, by 
_ vas ſentinel at the BI * the 
- abore. erben, 45 
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a his officers except Mr. Campbell, and however ſome of them 
may have ſince given their unavailing teſtimony in his fa- 
| your, he and they well know that ſome of them Joined loud 
| enough in the murmurs mentioned. in theſe letters. But 
| what will not ſome minds do in the view of preferment ? 


Captain Curtis was now Sir Roger, When they figned their 15 


certificates of his good behaviour; and they well knew 
whoſe Captain he had been during the glorious naval cam 
paigns at Sandy Hook, &c. &c. and whoſe Captain he had 
been when Lord Howe was at Gibraltar. They knew alſo, 

that poor Campbell had not a friend at the Admiralty.” Aud 
they are prudent men, men who glory in the prudence of lying 


— er while an Ne e rode 
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On is Blockade of Mabon Harbour,» 


CEFLIES 
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J London, Ju 1 T0, ee 
8 1 == | 
At your deſire 1 have ſent you the tips names, 
and force *, belonging to the enemy, lying off 
Mahon, at the time the ſhips, under the command 


of:Captain Curtis, were blocked up in the harbour 


there. Having been at Toulon when they arrived, 
I had the mortification to hear not only the offi- 
cers who commanded thoſe ſhips, but alſo others 
there, exclaiming loudly againſt Captain Curtis, 
for not coming out to engage. them z. nor would 
they, indeed, have ventured ſo very near the Eng- 
; ke & 2 of war there; had they known their v7 


Lam, Sir, your moſt humble Servant, 
„en MALC OM. BEETON, 


mk 
18 Late maſter of his Majeſty $. in 
* ).n.7 V 
St. e Calle. : 

To Me, Campbell ay | 
— Heini as Hats eee e ee 

| . La Serieuſe „n 

| | Le Montreal — 8 555 

78 8 


- 4 FILZ4 4 q 
l JO No. vi. 5 10 & 
* 4 
a 5 > . 4 : RE a "It 
2 2 K. . . , 3 4 f. 
. 1 1 3 «Þ © "277 {99 + £ 1 
a I» : want 5 <A 


as ye: reell me to gige you an 1 the 
force of the French frigates: that blocked up Cap- 
tain Curtis in the harbour of Mallon, I have 
acquaint you, that they were La Serieuſe, of thirty. 
two guns, commanded by Monfeur De Meſeiſſi; 
Le Montreal, (taken from the Engliſh) of thirty- 
two guns, Monſieur De La Porte; and a corvette, 
of eighteen guns, c called La Badine. I was taken 
by them as I was returning with a prize, about ten 
days (according to the account of their officers) 
after they had come off Mahon, and they: conti- 
nued upon the ſame ſtation full four weeks after I 
was made priſoner. They had taken two prizes 
before 1 fell in with them; and a few days after 
they had captured my prize, and the tender I be- 
longed to, they retook a Dutchman, and took a 
loop from Minorca, bound to Gibraltar, as ſhe 
was lying at anchor cloſe in with the ſhore. Iima- | 
gine they would not have quitted the coaſt ſo ſoon, 
| had not their proviſions run ſhort, which obhiged 


them to make for Majorca; but the wind proving 
cContrary, they again came olf Mahon, and oon 


after bore away for Toulon! 1 am ſorty to ſay, 
chat Captain Curtis's behaviour gave the French 
officers the moſt contemptibie ideas of-him and 
ny — their rim en 10. May to me, that” 


I was 


5 0% 1 
I was aſhamed to lock them in the face. a be kad” 


à ſuperior force to theirs, I could not fay any 


' thing in his defence. I muſt, however, do them 
| the juſtice to ſay, that they behaved to me with 
| the greateſt civility and politeneſs. To the truth 
of the above particulars, I am ready to make my 


| affidavit, ſhould you think it neceffary; and I give 


you full leave and permiſſion to publiſh this _ 
it it can de of _ ey: to w_ SEED. « | 


1; =, "By 


[os moſt obedient, bumble Servant, . 


Dec, 3 24; TY | (Signed). MARK RILEY, 


Late midſhipman on board his Majeſly's ah 0 


To _ Brilliant. 


No. vn. 


3 Lade, d aue. TY 

8 1 „5 *OTY. 
1 am favoured with py of the, — 1 
The following are facts relative to the three French 
frigates that blockaded the harbour of Mahon : 


T + The largeſt frigate was the Montreal, of thirty- 
tuo guns; and the other two, whoſe names 1 


„ S# ©» - 
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cannot poſitively mention, were one of the ſame 
force; and a corvette, of about eighteen or twenty 
guns. None:of their ſhot: that lodged on board 

of my ſhip, or that was picked up on ſhore, 
veighed more than 1 alb. French weight. They: 
were often within point blank:muſket-ſhot of me; 
and J am certain, there was none of them had any 
guns ori the lower deck, nor did they ſhew any 
port-holes on the lower deck; which they would 
have certainly done, and ſunk my ſhip if they 
could, when they found they could not take her 
in a running fight that continued five hours and an 
half; duting which time they repeatedly fired their 
broad - ſides, particularly the Commodore: but We 
received moſt damage from the ſmalleſt one. Ihe 
action with me happened on the gth of February 
1731, off the iſland of Mahon, when they cap- 
tured my ſhip, and carried her into Toulon. This 
is all I Know relative to their force; but am cer- 
tain. you, had double their number of guns, 
though your metal might not be ſo heavy; and 

Captain Curtis is the firſt Britiſh officer I ever knew 
back ward to engage the enemy, becauſe their guns 

threw a ſhot two or three pounds heavier han his. 
You had ſeven ſail of -Britiſh Abips, 5 brigs, and 

cutters; (their number of guns together amounted 

to 1883 and the lighteſt metal was the Hannah, f 

twenty-four four pounders. The whole of the 

Denen force was only cighty-two or cighty-four ; 

| obey, | 8 0097S. 
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b guns; therefore you were 104 guns ſuperior tothem,- 
and Fam certain that a four pounder will pierce the 
fide of a French built frigate. When I converſed 
with Captain Curtis on board the Brilliant, in the 


preſence of Sir Charles Knowles of the Porcupine, 


and Captain Lawſon of the Minorca, on the im- 
propriety of ſuffering three frigates to block up the 
port, while he had a ſuperior force of King's ſbips, 
and had others regularly commiſſioned, and willing 
to aſſiſt him. He faid, that I muſt be wrong in my 
opinion of the enemyꝰs ſtrength, for he was informed 
chat the two largeſt were two; deckers; and not 
only heard ſo, but that he himſelf had reconnoi- 
tred them from Fort St. Philip's, (at the diſtance 
of one league and a half) with his ſpy-glaſs, and 
av them ſo plain that he could know that the 
carved work was not worked in the ſolid, but tacked 
on. Hearing ſuch ſtrange argumente, and know- 
ing Captain Curtis's aifertions 10 be impoſſible, 
with, the ſharpeſt oe and beſt of glaſſes,” Þ could 
not help being aſtoniſhed, but broke off the con- 
verſation with telling him, if he could not rot- 
mem, he might have &f them, as they were heavy 
 kailing*Ghips,/ and to windward of the harbour. 
He then faid, I talked as of a ſingle ſhip, and 
wiſhed 7 would retyaff the account that I had 
Swen to his Excelleney General James Murray, 
21 it ni 0 turn out 10 bis SAR. - . F ab- 
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Aly refuſed to do, telling him, that 1 had 
| written the account, and ſigned my name © thereto. 


1 am, Sir, N 
Your moſt obedient, humble Servant, 
(signed) | HEN RY. MACLORG, 


Late commander of the Young Sabine 
private ſhip of war. 3 


To Mr. Call Campbell, late firſt lieutenant of 
DW Fo rd 8 * the . 


No. nl. 


= recu, Monſieur, la lettre que vous tren 
fait Phonneur de m'ccrire pour me demander 
quꝛels &oient les vaiſſeaux et leur force, lorſque je 


parus devant Mahon pour la bloquer. Ty repons 3 | 


avec empreſſement, enchantẽ de rendre juſtice à 
vos connoiſſances, et certifier que vous nous 
aviez trẽs- bien jugés, lorſque vous avez aſſurè au 
Capitaine Curtis, que le plus grand vaiſſeau de 
me diviſion ne montoit pas plus de 32 canons. 


C etoit la fregate Ja Scrieuſe de 32 canons, que je 


commandois, la fregate le Montreal d'egale force, 


et la corvette Ia Badine de 20 canons. Mais pour 


donner plus d'authenticite a ce que vous me de- 
mandez, vous trouverez ci- joint un certificat 
5 5 00 des capitaines qui ẽtoient ſous mes ordres, 
et approuve par M. le Comte d'Albert, chef 

S'cſcadre, commandant la marine dans ce port. 
; N . 8 


K 85 1 | 
je ſera fort aiſe, Malice) que cette piece puiſſe 
ſeconder vos defirs, et que vous en tiriez le parti 
que vous vous propoſez; trop heuteux d'avoir cette 
occaſion de faire connoitre que vous ne vous etes 
point trompẽ, et que vous nous avez juges en 
homme du mcetier. 


Pai Phonneur detre, Monſieur, votre tres-hum- 
ble et tres-obcifſant Serviteur, 


'MIS S 1 by $8 . 
: 4 Toulon, 28 Avr, 1785. | 


Nous Copitibacs de W commutulunc = 
diviſion deſtince ſous les ordres de M. de Miſheſly 

- a bloquer le port de Mahon, certifions qu'elle 
Etoit compoice des fregates la Serieuſe: de 32 ca- 
nons, du Montreal de 32, et de la Badine de 20. 
En foi dequoi nous avons ſignẽ le preſent certificat 
"OP! ſervir et waldi en ce que de raiſon. 


Fait à z Toulon le 28 Avril, I 78 "3 


MISSIESSY, commandant la Siriegſe « K 
la diviſion. . x 


Le comte DE LA POR TE D'HOSTIUN, 
- commandant le Montrial.. 


— commandant la corvette e du 801i 
i Badine. © ; 


Vu et certifie par nous Chef d'Eſcadre des 
armt-es navales, commandant la marine 


y en ce port, —D'ALBERT DE REDAN. - 


Tak 
TRANSLATION. 


1 1 roblves; Sir, the letter which you __ 
0 honour of writing to me, requeſting to be 
informed what were the veſſels, and their force, 
when J appeared off Mahon, in order to block 
up that port. I reply moſt readily to your queſ- 
tion, happy to render Jultice to your abilities, and 
to certify, that you judged very properly of our 
force, when you aſſured Captain Curtis that the 
largeſt ſhip of my diviſion did not mount more 
than thirty-two guns. Ir. conſiſted of the frigate 
La Serieuſe, of thirty-two guns, which I com- 
manded; the Montreal, of the ſame force; and 
La Badine, a corvette, of twenty guns. But ta 
give {till farther authority to what you have re- 
quired of me, you will find ſubjoined to this a 
certificate ſigned by the different captains who 
were under my command, and atteſted by the 
Count D' Albert, commodore and commander of 
the marine at this port. I ſhall rejoice, Sir, to 
find that this may anſwer the end you propoſe: 
too happy in having this opportunity of making 
| known that you have not been deceived, and that 
you Judged of us as became a proteſhonal man. 


1 have the honour to be, Sir, Le 
Four moſt obedient humble Servant, 


2 (signed) Ms Ss1ESs x. 
1 Toulon, April 28, ants. 


% 7 P 


We, 


1 . 1 


We, captains wy b thips of war belonging to the 
ſquadron under the command of Monſieur de 


certify, that it conkiſted of the frigate La Sericuſe, 
of 4birty-rwo guns; the Montreal, of thirty-two; 
and La Badine, of twenty : in atteſtation of which 
— Rs cette, e xc 
1 require. = 


Done at Neijlow, the 28th of apei, 178 5. 
MISS MESS, e La Serieule, . 
ada nd the diviſion. ; C 
Count DE 1A PORTE D'HOSTUN, | 
. | VENEL commanding a corvene belonging 5 
eiche en to the King, called La Badine. _ 
The above is atteſted by me commodore, 


8 commanding the marines at this port. 
N 3 DE REDAN. 


er The 


1 Mr. Campbell would think himſelf 1 very deficient in 
gratitude, did he not here publicly acknowledge the great 
obligation he is under to Mr. Mifliefly, and the other French 
officers, who, with a candour that does them much honour, 
upon a ſimple repreſentation of his caſe, fo generouſly and 
readily food forth to ſupporthim, (though unknown to them) 

. when likely to be oppreſſed in the cauſe of Truth and Juſtice ; 

and who have thus enabled him, in ſpite of the malevolent 

ET —_— 9 — — his veracity, but 
| | | ; | no 


Miſhefy,' who blocked up the port of Mahon, 


44 9%: 1 


1 The following beriet having been ptensbel 
ſince this new edition of Mr. Campbell's Appeal 
went to preſs, it was impoſſible to inſert it in 
its proper place, en after No. Tv.” of 
d. this hs — ee ee | 
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W 1 do hereby 

; _— and declare, that happening to be in com- 
pany a few days ago with Mr. Coll Campbell, late 
firſt licutenant of his Majeſty's: ſhip Brilliant, and 
Mr. Spencer, late maſter of the Minorca frigate; 
and ſome converſation ariſing between the afore- 
ſaid Mr. Campbell and Mr. Spencer, relative to 


the conduct of Sir Roger Curtis when he com- 


manded his Majeſty's ſhips in the Mediterranean, 


and particularly concerning the chaſe of ſome 
means : which Sir on Save N pre- 


allo his profeſional kein: the ; fint-a-point of the goal i im- 
portance to him, as a gentleman ; the latter, as a ſeaman. 
However the illiberal prejudice of vulgar minds may miſre- 
preſent national characters, it muſt nevertlicleſs be acknow- 
ledged, that our neighbours, though. their political. intereſts 
are ſo oppoſite to ours, have, on many occaſions, given us 
examples, even where the ſubjects of this country have been 
concerned, of diſintereſted generoſity, and greatneſs of mind, 
which /ome of our great men would do well if they would 


imitate. W 


a : 
| tending that he ſaw. a ſignal. of diſtreſs lying on 
boar d the Minorca, we heard. Mr. Spencer make 


uſe of the following words, addreſſing himſelf to 


Mr. Campbell: & You were all a parcel. of p- 
« troons on board the Brilliant—Y ou. Gig. not be- 


tt have like ſeamen— All your officers were a ſet "By 
« vagabonds and raſcals—T called upon Sir Roger 
«© Curtis, at bis houſe near Portſmouth, and talked 
ce H concerning the” impropriety of his conduct 
dn ging over chaſe, anben he bad ſucbh an op- 
ed gont unity of: caming up tuith, and tating tbe | 
deals be was in purſuit: of; and be told me, it 
at wan tbe fault bis officers : that be did it by 


uber advice. We furthermore declare, that 


Mo Spencer told Mr. Campbell, be tas at. 
"Oz liberty to make: iſe. a bis: name in tlus affair, ” 
. aud that. be mo Hand 1 . $1 bed on 

: Lamel 215 F (3 git a e ed Dobasn 
mpt 10 Geld. 2 5 Kabine Dis 
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JAMES NORRIS, To 1 5 os. 
ml JOHN" NORMAN, "Pw" 101, Gan 
. 
B. CAMPBELL, No. 268, Wapping: 
28 SMITH, No. '27 I, dito. Af 

RICHARD FRANCIS, No. 86, ditto... 5 


e. GIBSON, No. 67, Unto. | $4 e 
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c * 1 1 
* Campbell. is well aware, . Sir Reger 5 
Curtis has already objefted to beartſay evidence. 
When unſupported by proper teſtimony, it is undoubt- 
_ ealy, of little weight; but the gentlemen who have 
condęſcended to put their names to the above certifi- 

_ cate, are ſo reſpectable, that no objection can poſſibly 
be made to its validity.—Should it be aſked, why 
Mr. Campbell did not get à letter in proper form 
from Mr. Spencer, figned by his own band ? be can 
give the follawing plain and ſatisfaffory anſwer : 
| that he would have done ſo, had not Mr. Spencer 
been obliged to leave London, ſoon after Mr. Camp- 
bell had accidentally fallen in with bim. Mr. 
Campbell ſaw him the following morning, as be was : 
Aepping into a boat, ꝛvben be repeated what he bad 
advanced the' evening before; and furthermore gave 
him full % to make ue EM name in 1 2 
public manner. ; 
_— et _ 5 wks wil His 
fee, by the account of this gentleman, who was one 
of the principal officers of the Minorca frigate, 
what opinion was entertained of Captain Curtis's 
conduct in ihe afjair to which. be alludes. ' Sir Ro- 

ger, aſhamgd of his miſtake, to ſay no worſe, when. 
Mr. Spencer converſed with him upon this ſubjett, 
endeavoured to ſhift the blame from his gwn ſhoulders, 
and ta lay it upon thoſe of bis officers. . But vb 
were the officers. ta: whoſe. opinion Sir Roger paid % 
much deference? Were they uboſe who, from a fellow- 
Gs Jmpathiſed With him in the midi of” bis 
5 0. * 5 


t * 1 


pPoignant 2— retired with bim to bis cabin, 
to-condole with, aud conſole him in that diſtreſſing 
moment, when conſcious ſhame ſo far overcame bim, 
as 10 Suit forth, ſpite of all his efforts 10 conceal 

it ; and when be exbibited a ſpectacle as uncommon 
in a ſbip ef war, as it was diſgrateful—a Jpettacle 1 
which, even. excited a nomentary pity in the breaſts 
of ib gſe. bo could nt. Help heartily deſpiſing him 
for bis puſillanimity, 4s well as bir childith weak - 
neſs? And pray does Sir Roger include bis firſt 
lieulenant in the number of thoſe intelligent officers, 
<wboſe advice, according to his own account, he % 
1mpl:citly fellowed * ? Here it may be obſerved, 
| at allowing what Sir Roger ſays," with regard to 
Bis acting iy advice 10 be true, 4 feamin muſt un- 
_ doubtediy\fmile, . when he hears of 'a Britiſh naval 
Captain conſulting with bis officers upon ſo trifling 
an occaſion ; and by ſuch conduct tacitly acknow- 
ledging, that be was fo ignorant, as not to know 
the bunt of the * Nr a final of. 
ares 3 


Sir ** without a a ftretches, add he REN in 
general terms, and ſays, by the advice of bis officers ;”* for 
whatever che reſt might have done, his firſt lieutenant cer - 
tainly never gave him any ſuch advice as he mentioned to 
Mr. Spencer. But this is not to be much wondered at, as 


Sir Roger has already ſhewn, in his c nduct to Mr. Camp- : 


bell, that he is not over nice in adhering to truth, when the 
 comtrry wall anſwer his e . Watnals the quadrant and 


. ,,, 


On the firſt claſs of theſe letters, thoſe that re- 
late to Sir Roger's ſtopping the chaſe near Malta, 
few remarks are neceſſary. The facts are pattie 
culariſed in the ſtrong, genuine features of truth ; 
not like the vague inconcluſive letters produced by 


Sir Roger in his own vindication, where particulars 


are cautiouſly avoided. It ſhall only be added on 
this head, that the above chaſs of letters are ſufs 
 ficiently authenticated by, Six; Roger, himſelf, In 
his gloſſing account of the gonference about a heads 
ache, and dining with Mr, Campbell, a few days 
after the miſtake of the ſignal, Mr. Campbells 
diſapprobation, and the reſentment of the,guevy, | 
are very fairly confeſſed. f Recolle ding, s 
* the Knight, that he (Mr. Campbell) appeared 
5 diſcontented upon the miſtake of the ſignah Lfent 
« for him, &c. —and then moſt plainly alludes t 
the mutinous behaviour of the ſhip's;company.. 
| The ſecond elaſß of letters, thoſe on the blockade 
of Mahon barbour, are moſt pointedly deciſive 
againſt Sir Roger, and his brave officers," Sir 
Roger, and all his exculpatory friends, not only 
confeſs that the Knight did not go out to attack the 
enemy, but affirm, that he would have been highly 
culpable had he riſked an engagement with ſuch 
| ſuperior! force. This force Sir Roger avows to 
have been the Sultana, of 40 guns; Hora, of 38 
guns; and Montreal, of 32 guns. Report, he 
| W e wie — he and others reconnoitred 
| | IF G. - them; 3 


158 1 
them; and no matter what were their names, ſays 
the Knight, ſtill they were ſuperior. - There were 
only two little Engliſh privateers in the harbour, 
and the Knight and his friends all MY that tbe 
Blockade only continued one fortnight. - | 
But Mr. Campbell's aſſertion, that the blockade 5 
laſted about five weeks, is clearly decided by 


who through the infamous ſkulking of Sir Roger, 
had the misfortune to fall into the hands of the 
inferior French ſquadron. And the evidence given 


Captain Maclorg, and the other Engliſh officers, 


by Captam Maclorg, and others, on the number $7 


| ef the Engl privateers then in Mahon harbour, 
ready to affiſt the King's ſhips, places the 4% 
 ſeveration of Sir Roger, that there were only two 


| Hittle ones, in the moſt contemptible and difho« = | 
_ -nourable light. But what is all this to the account 


given by Sir Roger, and his brave officers, of the 
ſuperior force of the enemy! The teſtimonies of 


| the officers captured by that ſquadron, and of the 


French officets themſelves, who commanded. it, 
backed by the certificate of the commandant of 
Toulon, what a diſgrace do they throw upon the 
conduct of the brave Sir Roger Curtis !!! Dege- 


nerate indeed muſt that Engliſhman be, who can ; 


think of the blockade of Mahon, without the high- 
eſt indignation—without reflecting, that by ſuch 
prudence the laſt war was ruinous and diſgraceful 4 
| that Sir — the rudiments of this 


| | 1 7 8 # DE Ls 5 - 
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prudence i in the Sandy-Hook School, the leading 
principles of which were idle parade and inactivity, 
till America was loſt. Sir Roger's officers moſt 
heartily concur with him in theit ſentiments of the 
enemy's: force, and in their approbation of the 
infamous ſkulking, while an inferior ſquadron 
captured the Britiſh veſſels near Mahon. r 
the brave Heu even Þoaſts that 22771 
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But what fone; of e is "es of e 
2 unqventa, Who thus are confeſſed to be partners 
in the guilt and diſgrace of the infamous blockade 
of Mahon. And what now muſt the manly; and 
honeſt reader think of the Bold and haughty . 
verations of Sir Roger, when he finds his accour 
of the time of the blockade, of the number of 


Engliſh privateers then in the harbour, and of the 


force of the inferior enemy; ſo fully and unanſwer- 


ably refuted? But to ſay what a manly and honeſt 


reader will either think or feel on Joch an a peraſion; 
is 9 ſuperfluous. 
It is now time to drop the third, Weg to. ſpeak 
in the firſt, perſon, in endeavouring to account 
for the ſevere and baſe, but unmerited perſecu- 
tion, with weh I have. t been n Pasa. and over- 
whelmed. 5 
After Wein the Wa ee of; 855 
| Curtis to the Admiralty; after having the recom- 
IR of the * itſelf to the Navy 
0 | Board; 
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| Bond} after the public 'eſtimoniy: of Sir Robert : 
Harland, General Rliott, and the- officers under 


whom I ſerved ; the approbation of my conduct 


dy Bord Keppel, and Lord Sydney, and their 
acknowledgment that I merited preferment, at 
leaſt the confirmation of my commithon - as 
neutenant; after going through all the requi- 
ſues which Lord Keppel preſoribed, in order 


to overcome, in form, the obſtacles that were 


thrown in my way to confirmation and promotion, 
it was natural for me to expect, that at leaſt, my 
confirmation would have been obtained. But how 
great was my diſappointment and aſtoniſhment, 
when 1 found all my hopes blaſted, and my ſoli- 
Citation rejected, on à pretence that I had given 
into e Board 3 very umiuſt charge for the clothes 


And other:nectffaries 1 had left behind me at Gib- 


Mir. Coleman, late ſurgeon of the Brilliant, have 


raltar, when I ſet off from that place in an open 
boat, with the important diſpatches of General 
Eliott ! In this accuſation Sir R Roger Curtis, and 


been my avowed enemies. Sir Roger, in his Re- 
ply, fays, if not to fupport a thing 1 know to 
be unjuſt is being an enemy, I was ſo“ Sir Ro- 
ger avows, that in preſence” of witneſſes he con- 
| demned my account to my face in very Prong 
term that he plainly Tpetified charts, qua- 
drant, Kc. as articles I never had poſſeſſed, 


„„ immediately one bis — conviction that 


0 3 8 | | | I had. 


©& 10g * 
Thad e 7” comes but in he ſame Sir Roger's 
narrative, that previous to this conviction; or in- 
deed any proper knowledge of the matter, he had 
condemned my account at the Admiralty as wery 
unjuſt. Was not his /#//e ſuppoſition, that I had 
no quadrant, &c. &c. which he avows he after- 
wards advanced to my face, then uppermoſt in his 
mind ?̃ It is ſelf. evident. Vet he has the aſſurance 
to boaſt, < that he will not ſupport a thing he 
C knows to be unjuſt. But has he retracted at 
che Admiralty. that aſſaſſin ſtab, which he now is 
convicted, from his own mouth, was unjuſt ?: No, 
the aſſaſſin ſtab is ſtil uncured. Upon his and 
Mr. Coleman's «njuft reports, my promotion, and 
cven confirmation, was, and is, prevented; and 
I am at this moment deprived of the means of 
proſcuting them at law for the ruinous ſcandal. 
Aſtoniſnment muſt now aſk, whence is the baſe 


raſhneſs of condemning my account At the Admi- 55 


ralty on a falſe ſuppoſition ? Whence is this unjuſt 

and ungentleman- like conduct to be derived? 
Whence is the forward and unjuſtifiable conduct 
of Mr. Coleman to be traced? Was it zeal for the 


ſervice and for truth, that led Sir Roger to ſeru- 


nc, gat e e e a ee e 
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2 . ee bn acai e hands 
| of Mr. Coleman, Aylward, and e uy _ 
"Mb was poſſeſſed ot. A AHI: > 
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* againſt tne; tha wat led him into che infamous pre- 85 
dicament of ſtabbing my character at the Admi- 

ralty, on a ſuppoſition, which he afterwards con- 

feſſes was falſe? Was it zeal for the ſervice and for 

truth, that jumbled Mr. Coleman's memory and 
ideas concerning the fuſee and piſtols, that led him 
to report my account in the moſt injurious man- 
ner, though he has never been able to produce an 
inventory of what he ſold; that led him into the 
ridiculous aſſertion, that my effects had fold for 
their full value at a ſale in a garriſon beſieged; 
chat 161. 168. was the full value of all the articles 


i of my account? Were the Captain and worthy | 


furgeon mere volunteers in this ſcrutiny, which 

has involved them in ſuch abſurdities and diſho- 
nourable condu@ ?—No, they were only mean, 
but pliant tools, in an higher hand. I had an ori- 


ginal ſin. I received my firſt commiſſion from 


Commodore Johnſtone, and continued to be pa- 


troniſed by him. The rage of the Lee ore and 


Sandy-Hook heroes againſt this character, who has 
often in the ſenate reprobated their feeble exer- 
tions, and idle trifling, is notorious; and neither 
of them have been able to fummon ſufficient mag- 
nanimity, ſince they have preſided at the Admi- 
ralty, to ſuffer an officer ſo circumſtanced, to re- 
ceive common juſtice at their hands. And Cap- 


| tain Curtis, who ſent me on the ſervice for which 


5 1 claim the * attention, and who recom- 
0 mendeg 
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Z mended me for promotion, has been che inſtru- 
ment, in the hands of Lord Howe, for accom- 
pliſhing the purpoſe of cruſhing me; ſtimulated, 
no doubt, by a. latent reſentment of my public 
diſapprobation of his conduct, on ſundry: occa- 
ſions, when I ſerved under him. Againſt my 
character as an officer, my enemies have been able 
to advance nothing. Sir Roger Curtis cannot 
contradict his own. recommendation of me for 
promotion; and who cannot ſee, that the pitiful . 
reaſon he aſſigns for his obſtructing my. prefer- 
ment, is not the real motive of his conduct. go- 
wards me. 
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& Mr. Campbell 577 the date of the lic ing 


certificates, will ſufficiently apologize for bin Z 
being N here.” a 


„% i: #4 Mo: [: 


London, Sept. 9, s; 5. 


| Mr, Coll N l, late firſt lieutepant of his 
Majeſty's ſhip the Brilliant, Captain Curtis com- 
mander, having requeſted us to relate ſuch facts as 
we remember, concerning the cruiſe of the Bril- 


liant, Porcupine, and Minorca, up the Straits, in 


the month of February 1781, we do. hereby cer- 
tify and declare, that ſome time in the ſaid month, 
we faw two ſtrange ſhips on. our weather beam, 
and gave chaſe; but night coming on, we ſoon 
Joſt fight of them, On the following morning, 
ve eſpied the ſame ſhips tg windward of us, about 
five or fix mies diſtant, when we renewed the 


e | 


7 fan 5 — 
| chaſe. Soon Stege, Captain Curtis affirmed that 
_ the Minorca had a ſignal of diſtreſs out, though 
none of us, and we belicye,no,one on board, could 
lee any thing like 1t but. himſelf. Upon this, the 
Brilliant bore dircctiy up to her aſſiſtance: the 
chaſe being, at that time, about half a point upon 
the weather beam, without any ſail fet; while we 
were carrying our courſes, anda cloſe- reefed main- 
topſail. When we came up with the Minorca, it 
Was found that the ſuppoſed ſignal of diſtreſs was 
no other than the main-topſall,, which had been 
blown looſe. On this occaſion every body ſeemed 
much concerned, and many of the ſeamen ex- 
preſſed their diſſatisfaction at being diſappointed 
of purſuing theſe ſhips, which we are firmly of 
opinion we could have come up with in an hour, 
and, beyond all doubt, muſt have taken. Upon 
diſcovery of the error, Captain Curtis retired to 
his cabin, ſeemingly it great diſtreſs ; and as we 
were walking under the half deck, ſoon after, the 
bulk-Hhead * being then down, we ſaw him (Cap- 
tain Curtis) on the ſtarboard fide of the cabin, 
| fitting upon the ſpare tillery; crying. and tearing his 
= hair, on account, as we had every reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
Sf Wenn having been e of his n me 


3 C The bulk- head * meant... is * i 1 in 
| ſhips of war, ſeparates the cabin from the reſt of the ſhip. 
Ie; bs « always RET down when a + Bp. is mi for aktion. 9 
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Vackwardneſs in purſuing the abovementioned 
Thips, which almoſt every perſon on board blamed 
him much for: and many expreſſed their indig- 
nation againſt his deſpicable behaviour ſo loudly, 
that he muſt undoubtedly have heard them. To 
the truth of theſe particulars, we are ready to 


make oath if required; Given under our hands | 
1 ge Wy of — in — * above. 


. Li 


. (Signed) 
Jom AvINNARD, PW EP and 


F? late maſter” $ mate of the Porcupine. . 
— , WILLIAM, HANSCOMB, his 4 mark, 


1 ; 
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n ob Behle, K late à marine on bu "= 
Majeſty” $ ſhip the Brilliant, do hereby certify and 
Jeclcre, that having been ſentry upon the cabin 
Tos of the fald Hip, from the hour Gf twelve at 
night, of the 25th of February 1781, until the 
| hopr of four the following morning, 1 ſaw Cap- 
tain. Curtis tearing his, hair, and heard him crying 
like a child, and —— a | great noiſe during rhe 


whole 


5 "Þ iS : 0 
whole of that Nene on acebunt, as 1 then Tap? 
poſed, and ſtill do ſuppoſe, of à diſcovery having 5 
been made of his backwardheſs to purſue fome 
of the enemy's flips; whith'he gave over chafing, 
on a pretence that he ſaw a fignal of diſtreſs flying 
on board the Minorca, which no one faw- but 
| himſelf, and which turned ot to be nothing elſe 
than the main-top-ſail blown looſe.” To the trutli 
of the Oe Tam ready to gie my affidavit when 


h  fequired;” | 4 13 YT 10 20 


\ 144 | 
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born Barlr, tis hk” , 


beg little comment is nere upon the 
| foregoing certificates it may not be amiſs to ob- 
ſerve, that the perſons who ſigned them are no- 
to be found, and are ready to confirm, upon oath, 
in any Court of Judicature, what they have ad- 
vanced> ſhould it be found requiſibe. [Conſcious 
Hud ah deſpiſe the threats of oppreſſion, and 
men who, from their ſituation in life, have neither 
occaſion to court the ſmilescof the great, nor to 
fear the'frowns of thoſe in offtce, will readily ſtep 
forth to ſupport the injured, when thoſe who figure 
in a higher ſphere dare not: Many are fwayed by 
Prejudice; but more by intereſt: and . thoſe who 
are anxious to riſe in the world, are ſeldom too 
ſcrupulous in obſerving the rules of truth and juſ- 
tice,” when they can profit by a contrary conduct; 
dot an intelligent mind will r diſcern the 
280 4 | | 5 | | open, 
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open, bak and manly. voice. of truth, ** the 
ſneaking language of cringing and time-ſerving 
fycophants. If the candid and feeling. reader re- 
fleQs, that I have now been above bree years out 
| of employment, and injuſtly kept from enjoying 
the fruits of my labour, I truſt he will not luſpe& _ 
the evidence L have brought | to ſupport my allega- | 
tions againſt Sir Roger, to have been given in con- 
ſequence. of any intereſted views. . Plain facts, 
though they may be obſcured for a little, by the 
ſiniſter arts of worthleſs and deſigning men, at 
ſome period generally appcar in their proper co- 
ours, and ſpeak for themſelves. Sir Roger, 
therefore, finding, that after his utmoſt efforts he 
cannot overcome truth, and that he is neither able 
to confute me, nor diſprove my aſſertions, has 
changed his battery, and endeavoured to bully and 


2 to intimidate. me from doing myſelf juſtice, with a 


threatened proſecution, and by be beauy da- 
« mages, be ſays, © he is well aſſured be, ſhould 
recover from me,” A brutal deſire of revenge 
often makes men forget themſelves, and hurries 
them on to the moſt ruinous actions; by which, 
inſtead of gaining the end propoſed, they add in- 
famy to diſgrace, and expoſe themſelves more to 


the Public.—I know not what Sir Roger may be 
ſtimulated to attempt. He is fupported by the 


hand of power, it is true —and intereſt and influ- 


ence are formidable antagoniſts to contend againſt; » 


but as 1 have advanced nothing in the foregoing 
| — 


CT. 
pages but what I have witneſſes ready to atteſt 
upon oath, I am not at all ſolicitous about his in- 
| tentions : convinced, that while I have truth, rea- 


bon, and juſtice on my ſide, I have little to fear 


from his reſentment, At the ſame time I am fully 
| ſenſible, that every door to promotion in the navy 
will now be entirely ſhut againſt me, at leaſt whilſt 
the preſent fet of men continue in office: but 
when I conſider that in this reſpe& I ſhall be claſſed 
with gentlemen of greater rank, and more merit 
than myſelf, who equally labour under the dif- 
pleaſure of certain great men, and who, for that 

| reaſon, have not met with the encouragement and 
reward that their ſervices deſerved, I ſhall be leſs 
uncaſy than if I had ſtood alone; hoping that the 


1 time may yet arrive, when profeſſional merit, and 
public ſervices, will be as ſtrong recommendations 


at the Admiralty, as ſervile obſequiouſneſs, and 
the meaneſt arts are at preſent.— Here then, for 
the preſent, I ſhall leave Sir Roger to the full en- 
joyment of his 3/uſhing honours, and of that ſa- 
tisfaction which he, no doubt, feels in his own 
mind, from a conſciouſneſs of having not only 
done his duty, like an officer and ſeaman upon the 
| occaſions alluded to, but alſo of having behaved 
to me ke a man of honour and ſpirit. | 


_ COLL CAMPBELL, 
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The fold wigg letter was originally intended to have 


been uſhered. 1 to the publie in a different man 


ner; but it was thought more proper to giye it 


* er here, as being ſo cloſely, connected with 
the ſubject of the foregoing pages. That the 
candid reader may be better enabled to judge 


how far Mr. Campbell is warranted in addreſ- 


ſing the firſt Lord of the Admiralty, with ſo 


much freedom, and. .aſcribing his diſappoint» 
ment, in a great meaſure, to his connection with 


Six Roger Curtis, he is, deſired to caſt his, ee 
| upon Lord Howe's letter, which ! is given as. a 
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T is a happy ting fax! this e * the 
moſt obſcure individual, who finds himſelf in- 


: . treated < Fe men in . can Ik open. 


* | þ HTO 0 887100 Deal Þ*; ig, nat 
n 68 þ 1 Ms 1 as e 34 June} 785. 


Di ta Neck duty, m my public ſituatibn; to ren; 


der the King's ſervice as acceptable; on every occafioti, as it 


E 


is in my power, with juſtice to the Crown, I am always 


mach concerned when my — in ny inſtance, fail 
of nn. that . 1 Zidan i 
PETS? * Q ; Fa T have 
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his cafe to the public, without the leaſt dread of 
the rack or the wheel. The liberty of the preſs, 
one of the great pillars of Britiſh freedom—a pil- 
Hr, which 1 ſincerely hope no Miniſter, however 
_ wicked he may be, will ever be ſo mad as attempt 
to deſtroy, affords me a laſt reſource; after having 
tried every method in vain, of obtaining juſtice, 
as it gives me an opportunity of bringing your 
Lordſhip before the tribunal of the Public, to 
which, great as your Lordſhip's rank and ſtation 
is, you muſt pay deference and reſpect. In doing 
this, T aſſure your Lordſhip I am not actuated by 
motives of private pique or reſentment, but by a 
deſire of vindicating . character, which has 
been wantonly, and without provocation, aſperſed, 
dy an officer whom your Lordſhip patronizes; who, 
had he been as ready to ſupport the dignity of the 
Britiſh flag, as he has ſhewn himſelf to defame 
the innocent, would not have had the mortifica- 
tion of being publicly poſted up at Mahon, nor . 
of Prone: Wann r 5 
«fit ma hut ons i | 
= Io 8 8 1 ſubjeRof your 
letter of the 31ft paſt, that I ſhall always rejoice in every 
unprejudiced inveſtigation of my friend Sir Roger Curtis's 
Principles and condu@z perſuaded as I am, that the more 
rupulouſly they are examined, the more honour the en- 


nenen, APR, abs 
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gas. SSN ts ti eb yr ** O W E. 


Mr. Coll Campbell, 8 | 5 by 16149 3 N 7 * 
r „ 5 | SS | 


4 as 1 
| upon hjm by his 4 « company, for his puſllni- 
mity, and bad conduct, as I have before proved, 
and now farther prove to the public. I am per- 
feedly ſenſible, my Lord, in what unequal conteſt 
I have engaged in doing this, and how formidable 
an antagoniſt. Sir Roger Curtis muſt be, who, 
backed and ſupported by the Firſt Lord of the 
| Admiralty, according; to your own. acknowledg- 
ment, has it in his power to get ready promotion, 
for thoſe who may condęſcend to \ ſerve his purpoſes. 
While ſuch temptation is held. forth, men will -not 
be wanting. to advance falſhoods, if. fallhoods 
could ſereen him from publie ſhame . But it af- 


| fords me great happineſs, that ſome of the evi- 


3 * e to * public. 


Hence I have brought. i in ſupport of my allegations 
againſt him, is ſo incontrovertible, and from ſo 
reſpectable authority, that there is no Lad 
oyer it. 8 
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8 Tuts certificate Een un ab . 
uſed by the friends of the valiant. + Sit to ſcreen him from 


"3 London, 7th i 1785. 
1 do hereby cenify and declare, that one day, about five 
weeks ago, having had ſome converſation with Peter Smith, 
late maſter at arms on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Briftiant, 
1 aſked him where Mr. Campbell, late firſt lieutenant of the 
ſaid ſhip, lodged :; upon which he replied, that he did not 


know; and defired me, in caſe I ſhould at any time meet 


Mr. Campbell, ut 10 fign any papers he might bur 885 my. 
2 , a | 
„ 2) PATRICK GANNON, 2 
Jon oveny, Witnels. | 1 * LS * 
| 2 5 
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"The man \ hs can tamely lie under ce puts: 
tion of falſnood and cowardice, muſt be à con- 
? temptidle chafacter indeed. Yet foth is the cha- 
racer to whom your Lordſhip” has made me a vic- 
tim, and by whoſe inſinuations you have been in- 
ſtigated to treat me in a manner, that I truſt the 
impartial part of mankind will confider'as il be- 
coming the dignity of the Firſt Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, and little calculated to promote the good 
of the naval ſervice. Your Lordſhip, I ſuppoſe, 


| wiſhes to ſtand high in the eſtimation of the Pub- 
lic: few who enjoy the ſweets of office but enter 


tain ſuci a with ; and no wonder, the Public can 
make and Une When public confidence is 


withdrawn, what are Miniſters and all their ad. 


hetents? But ſure J am, to abuſe the truſt repoſed 
by the Public, can never be a mean of ſecuring 
either private eſteem or public ſupport. If in the 
diſpenſation of rewards, thoſe in office are actu- 
ated by partiality or prejudice; nay,” if they ne- 
glect thaſe who are deſerving, and ſuffer men to 
ſtarve u ho have expoſed themſelves to the moſt 
imminent danger on preſſing occaſions: if, inſtead 
ol encouraging and rewarding merit, they promote 
the ignorant, and beſtow honours, on the nefa- 
- *rious, from motives of private friendſhip or inte- 
reſt, muſt not their principles be deteſted, and 


1 they themſelves exccrated ? If I venture to affirm, 
cat little regard is too aften paid to merit in naval 
promotion, I ſhall only advance what ſcemed to 


* * - U 


t 


be your Lordſhip's - opinion - ſoon after eng: came 
into office; for you told me, in a converſation 1 
had the honour of holding with you, * that there 
e vere two hundred lieutenants on the half. pay liſt, 
e tliat were much fitter to figure away in à ball 
room, than to walk the > gangs of a man of 
be rr r e ub e Nö 
© Had I, my Lanki Kee related: to ſome” _ 
man's miſtreſs; could I have ſtooped tos flatter, 
or wink at profeſſional ignorance j had 1 been "rg 
viceable in ſcreening ſome worthleſs character 
from ſhame, I might have had a chance of being 
provided for in the navy; but ſituated as I am, 
and little diſpoſed to adopt thoſe arts which are in 
ſo much eſtimation with, and have ſo ern 
ence over ſome men in poter, I expect 
leaſt whilſt eee — 
board of Admiralty. It is fortunate for me, how- 
ever, my Lord, that my moſt rancorous n inve- 
terate enemies, excepting where they 5 
falſhood to their aſſiſtance, have ad to — 
againſt me. I dare your Lordſhip to accuſe me 
either of neglect of duty, or of miſbehaviour 
during my ſervice; nay, Captain Curtis himſelf 
has already given public teſtimony of my character, 
which it is impoſſible for him to retract.· Come 
forward then, my Lord, and avow publicly your 
reaſons for the eruel and oppreſſive treatment 1 
have met with from you. This, I as an injured 
e. . ſatis - 


faction 
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b oradip, as the ſervant of cho/Public 
is. in honour and duty bound to give. I was, pro- 
Wiled; promotion by your Lordſhip's predeceſſor 


. — and this — *. approved of by 


— ape holds 2 diſtinguiſhed N 
mean Lord Sydney. His letter, which when 1 


#eflet-uponchis polite behaviour and- attention to 


me l am ſorry that I was obliged to make public, 
3553 rong proof in what light my ſervices were 
locked upon, and: will remain as honourable a 
teſtimony of my conduct, as it is of, the Noble- 
aman's candour and good ſenſe which. dibtz 
Wpy then, my Lord, ſhould promotion be denied 
me? I bave acted upwards of four years as lieute- 
nant, with the approbation of my ſuperior officers, 
hy am I not confirmed ? You, my Lord, told me, 
Aab Why has not your Lordſhip, who have 
cad, in your power, behaved better to me than 
aur predeceſſor? Why have you imitated the con- 


Auct you ſo ſeverely. condemned? Lord Keppel's - 


answer do my r 


ehapidur to me was ungenerous z but your's, my 
Lord, has been both ungenerous and cruel. You 


ed it. 


Jet ne in a Nate of anxious ſuſpence, until u 


Er 


* 
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Landl uo, longer do it with any ſhadow of decency. == 
Mos gat chis acting erueliy? When an explicit 
ueſt would have ſaved me much 


con had the meanncſs to make a . = 


+ w 1 

i #Caj ain in tis! Majeſty s' Navy, 

apon you in my behalf, that not only betrayed the 
greateſt weakneſs upon your part, but was de- 
_ grading and inſulting in the higheſt degree to mes 
as a Naval Officer. Tou would not grant we 
; promotion, you ſaid, becauſe That given in à falſe | 
account to tlie Board; but you would ſpeak to 
Lord Sydney, to make me a preſent in money. 


What, my Lord! was I to acknowledge galt; 


Was 1 difgracefully to ſell my claim of promoten 


when I was conſcious to myſelf of having done 
nothing deſerving either cenſure or punihment? 


for a piece of money, and tamely give your Lord 
ſhip an opportunity of triamphing over my land- 
cence, and of eſtabliſhing as facts, the baſe und 
falſe infinuations of Sir Roger Cortis, whom, in 
pour own letter to me, you openly ackiiowledge 
as your | boſom friend. No, my Lord, * your pro 
poſal Was rejected by the gentleman to whom it 
was made, with becoming ſpirit. 'Had'I'accepred 
it, 1 ſhould have been deſpicable indeed. Malide 
and reſentment may perſecute me the hand- uf 
power may exert itfelf againſt me, but It 
| ſhall never fwerve from that hne of duty whitha 
man of honour, and of an honeſt mind, will al- 
ways purſue. Whatever opimon yout- "Lofdthip 
may privately” entertain of tify' candüct and da- 
rakter, 1 ſure you that” I confider the anſwer l 
teceired officially to my requeſt for *promotion, 
wougl in the negative, as an honourable *eſth 
_ 30990 i 6 mony 
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mony in my favour. If there had been any 8 
againſt me, ſufficient to warrant your Lordſhip in 


 aRQting as you have donc, and in denying my re- 


and candid manner. in the official letter? This 

| would have been acting openly; but the only re- 
| fon aſſigned for not promoting me, was, that their 
Lordſnhips did not think proper to make any ad- 
dition to the liſt of officers.” This plainly ſhews, 


dhat your Lordſhip was afraid of making a charge 


publicly, which you knew you could not ſubſtan- 


queſt, why were not thoſe charges made in a fair 


tiate. Thoſe who are bent upon oppreſſing the 


| unfortunate, and who rejoice in every opportunity 
of gratifying private pique and reſentment, at the 
expence of juſtice and humanity, will lay hold of 
| the moſt frivolous trifles to ſerve their _ purpoſe, 
And ſure I am, the pretext made. uſe of againſt 


me is ſo trivial, that no man, poſſeſſed of the leaſt 


| ſpark. of common ſenſe, will ever attribute my 
being kept from promotion to it. No, my Lord, 


the cauſe, or rather cauſes, of my diſappointment, 
are to be ſought for elſewhere. I had the misfor- 


tune to be firſt made by an officer of diſtinguiſhed 

_ + abilities and merit, whoſe pointed. and ſevere re- 
marks upon your Lordſhip's ſupine (not to fay h 
_.. worſe) conduct, on a certain Continent, in a 
public Aſſembly, you have never yet been able to 
| forget, and ſcem determined never to forgive. 


that extends itſelf even. e thoſe | 


4 


That rancour muſt be of the blackeſt and moſt 
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innocent perſons, who happen to be friends of the 


principal 'obje& againſt which it is: pointed ; but | 
daily experience ſhews us, that ſuch rancour ex- 


iſts, and that there are ſome men in the world who 7 
can, without a bluſh, ſacrifice the worthieſt cha- 


tunately for my character, I have had it in * 


power to refute that part of your friend's accuſa- 
tion, which was moſt important: I mean reſpectt- 
ing the charts, quadrant, &c. The reſt, with re- 
gad to the overcharge, is of ſo ridiculous: a na- 
ture, that it needs little refutation, I will readilỹx 
acknowledge, my Lord, that many of the article? 
charged in my account might have been a good. "2 
ey worn, and that had * been offered to a 


wp due. 


racters, to gratify their malevolence and reſent- 
ment. What pity, my Lord, that ever ſuch men 
ſhould be entruſted with important offices, or have 
it in their power to hurt the Public, by their baſe - 
and treacherous conduct —I had the misfortune. _ 
alſo, my Lord, to give your gallant friend Sir 
Roger, an advice reſpecting the French ſquadron 
that blocked up Mahon, which he was not diſpeν,E 
do follow; and upon another occaſion, to expreſs _ 
my diſapprobation of his timid manæuvring in ſuch. | 
a manner as plainly indieated, that I deſpiſed him 
for it. Needs any one who hears this wonder 
then, my Lord, that the meaneſt trifles. are magni« 
fied into heavy charges againſt me, and that pre- 
tences have been induſtriouſly ſought out for de- 
nying me promotion. But fortunately very for- 


_ . elathes-dealing Jem, he would not have bidden for- 
them, perhaps, near what I have valued them at; 
but will any reaſonable man infer from thence, 
that I ated wrong or unjuſtly, in charging as I 
have done. Was I to be out of pocket by going 


upon an important and dangerous ſervice for go-' 


yernment ? or was I to apply, when I came home, 
to a Nobleman's valet, to accommodate me, at 


| half price, with ſome of his maſter's left off 


clothes? Or was I to equip. myſelf in Monmouth- 


freet ? In caſes like mine, Government ſhould be 


_ generous; and when loſſes have been ſuſtained in 
. the. ſervice of the Public, rather overpay than 
otherwiſe. I am very certain, had your Lordſhip 
deen in my ſituation, you would have thought = 
yourſelf hardly dealt by, had you found a juſt and 
_ equitable account ſo maliciouſly ſcrutinized, and ſo 
ungencrouſly cenſured. 1 was obliged to replace 
the articles I had loſt with new ones ; and I defy 
pour Lordſhip, even when aſſiſted by the ſcruti- 
nizing abilities of your ceconomical and worthy 
friend Sir Roger, added to the penetrating and 
acute jindgmene of Mr. Secretary Stephens *, whoſe 
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88 Mr. 8. may be — to be a very ** jadge . 
of eh, &c. from the employments he has held in the Navy ; 
and, conſequently, no one is fitter to act the Braker, upon an 

_ occaſion of this kind, —As an inſtance of this gentleman's 
atility and importance, take what follows ;—One day hay- 
ing waited . Admiral Leppel. he told me chat he meant 


"© 


„ 


- by a Britiſh jury, I affure your Lordſhip that 1 


ſmould not entertain the leaſt doubt of obtaining 


ES . po” 
advice feems to be of ſo much importance and 
utility, even on the moſt frivolous occaſions, to 
| thew that I have charged more than the juſt and 
equitable price of the different articles I was ob- 
| liged to purchaſe, to ſupply the place of thoſe I 
had loſt. Tam fo much convinced, my Lord, that 
[ have reaſon, truth, and fuſtice on my fide, that 
did the nature of my cafe admit of being diſcuſſed 


| ſhould certainly commit it to their decifion. I 


a verdi& as honourable to me, as it would be diſ- 
_ graceful to your Lordſhip; and of meeting with 
that juſtice from Engliſh candour and impartiality, 
which your Lordſhip and ill-founded' prejudice 

- have e me. Your wer 06 will, no doubt, Z 


: to pros me; but le; that * had been en for 
my name among the. liſt of officers, without being able to 
find it. I freely owned to his Lordſhip, that it was impoſſi- 

ble he ſhould, as I had not ſerved my full time in the Navy. 

Upon this, his Lordſhip faid, he would continue me acting 
until my time ſhould be expired, and then promote me with ; 

i the. utmoſt expedition. Sir Robert Harland at this time en- 

tering the room, and being informed of the tircumſtance, 

and alſo that I had been twelve years in the merchant ſer- 
vice, before 1 had entered in the Navy, ſaid, as that was the 
eaſe, he did not ſee why my remaining time might not be 
diſpenſed with. This occaſioned ſome debate. At laſt, after 

2 good deal of converſation upon this important” /ubje2, Lord 

Keppel faid to Sir Robert, I dent fignify ;' I Jhall * 

9 1 Stephens, he he ut us all to rights.” - 
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endeavour to ſhelter yourſelf from the odium that 
muſt fall upon you for your treatment of me, un. 
der the ſanction of the Admiralty Board, and im- 

pute what I complain of to their public deciſion; 

but every novice in politics knows, that the other 
members of that Board are to be conſidered as 
mere ciphers, who lcarcely ever dare open their 


mouths to oppoſe the opinion of him who created 


4 and by whom they politically exift. 
5 'In addrefling myſelf with fo much be to 
op Lordſhip, I with to preclude all idea of illi- 


berality. Truth can never be called fo, but by 
_ thoſe who dread it—nor can the complaints of the 


injured give any offence, but to thoſe who have 
done them the wrong. Should your Lordſhip con- 


|  fider my language as frong, you would do well to 


remember in what ſituation T now ſtand, and for 


a few moments to draw afide the veil of prejudice, 


and to reflect upon my treatment, as an individual 5 
no way concerned or intereſted in the cauſe, — 


But paſſion i is powerful, and prejudice ſtrong; and 


5 there are ſome minds that would prefer the molt, 8 
| ſordid gratiications to the nobleſt of all ſenſations, 


thoſe ariſing from diſintereſted actions, and a ge- 
nerous conduct. Few there are, my Lord, very 
few indeed, who can facrifice intereſt and pleaſure. | 


to the public good; and as few, who can diveſt 


| © themſelves: of that prejudice and paſſion, which 

| | they entertain againſt thoſe whom they i imagine to | N 
have offended themſelves or their friends. Some 

e - 1 : f degree | 


5 degree of weakneſs, in this reſpect, may be excuſed 


L ns 1 


in thoſe who are confined to obſcuxity; but little 
excuſe can be admitted for thoſe in high ſtations, 
who allow themſelves to be biaſſed by any foible 
of this kind, and led aſide from that manly and 
noble line of duty, which characterizes great ſouls, 
and which is ſo n 1 to n 
the public good. 5 


If my treatment, ay Leo be conv "0 


political point of view, I am confident- that every 
undiaſſed and unprejudiced mind will agree with 
me in opinion, that it will give very poor encou 

ragement to thoſe who may hereafter be incline 


to expoſe themſelves to imminent danger, for the 
of their country, when the ſervice may re- 


quire the exertions of enterpriſing men. If thoſe 
are left to languiſn in obſcurity, or pine midſt 
want, who have performed ſervices, acknowledged 


even by their enemies to have merit, can it rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed that others will riſk their hves, 


or hazard their property, when they know, by 


| ſtriking examples, that they will never be re- 


of enterpriſe, which is ſo eſſentially neceſſary to 


| give one nation a decided ſuperiority over another, 
in warlike affairs, can be called forth and awakened 
W eee ſo in e manner iu. it be 


5 then does Om 90 the imercit of weer ban. | 
FO Mr e =." 
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or ſeamen, who! have deſerved well of their coun- 
try; and that proper attention be paid to their 
complaints, by thoſe who have it in their power to 


redreſs their wrongs? When the ſpirit of the Bri- 


tiſh naval ſervice, by impolitic meaſures being 
adopted, becomes depreſſed, commerce and trade 
muſt 1languiſh and decline, and Beben faſt ſink 
1 5 = 
It will not, my Lord, afford eater matter of 
ane to thoſe who are intimately acquainted 


5 | with the Britiſh ſervice, that ſo many good ſea- 


men, and experienced officers from this country, 
are now employed abroad. If thoſe whoſe buſi: 
neſs it is to augment and keep up the marine force 
of this kingdom, either through ſtupidity or wil. 
ful neglect, deny that encouragement which they 
ought to hold forth as an inducement to ſeamen, 
to exert themſelves in the line of their duty, and 
which men of ſenſe and ſound policy will always 
beſtow, in order that it may act as à ſpur to en- 
terpriſe, it is but natural to ſuppoſe, that thoſe 
who are neglected here, will gladly embrace any 


_ ..__ offers that may be made them by foreign ſtates. 


Our neighbours, who have on many occaſions 
: ſhewn themſelves our ſuperiors in politics, no doubt, | 


take care to avail themſelves of the folly of Britiſh 


Miniſters in this reſpect, and to turn it to their 
E advantage. Indeed, the perfection to which they g 
bare now brought their naval diſcipline, proves it. 
| 1 — 
| friendſhip, 


1 


8 friendſhip, are the great ſources from which pro- 2 
motion in the Britiſh Navy is to be expected; and 


fance merit, when unſupported by great friends; 
is treated with coldneſs and neglect, no wonder, 
my Lord, that our national character ſhould ap- 
pear to be changed, and that the French now vie 
with us in naval ſkill and evolution. This your 
Lordſhip has had too convincing proofs of, to be 
in any doubt concerning—prootfs which cannot be 
reflected upon without regret, by thoſe who have 
dhe honour of the Britiſh flag, and the intereſt of 

our Navy at heart. But I will not harrow up your 


Lordſhip's remembrance, nor pain your feelings, 
by dwelling upon a ſubject that muſt be highly 


diſagreeable to you in particular, who have always 
piqued yourſelf upon profeſſional merit, but return 
to my own caſe, which I conſider as a very hard 
one. I defy your Lordſhip to produce a parallel 
to it in the annals of the Navy; where an officer, 
after having acted upwards of four years as Lieu- 
tenant; after having performed ſervices equal to 
mine (ſmall as they may appear); and after hav- 


ing received equally explicit and ſtrong promiſes 55 
of being provided for, has been leſt in the ſame 
manner, deſtitute and neglected.— I had my er- 


pences defrayed it is true, but I am neither pro- 


moted nor confirmed; nor have I received the 


3 5 leaſt gompenſation for the clothes and effects I was 
_ obliged to leave at Gibraltar, in conſequence of 
udden orders I received Som my ſuperior 

* i © > officer, 


25 Londen, Sope- bene * Þ L805 4 17 


t oy 1 ; 
olticer; to bring heme: his and General Eliott- $ diſ- 


patches; Which 1 effeded, after being expoſed to 


much danger, and after havmg ſurmounted no 
{mall difficulties. I am Ven aware, miy Lord, 


that by thus bringing your Lordſſiip before the 
Public,: I ſhall, if poſſible, add to that prejudice: | 
which your Lordſhip entertalhs : againſt me, and 


which bath'proved ſo fatal to my views; but as I 


have written to your Lordſhip repeatedly, and re- 
preſented, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt pathetic terms, 
the hardſhips of my ſituation, without the leaſt ef- 


ect I am fully convinced that J have nothing to 


n whatever may be my 3 da Las d. 5 


it will always afford me ſome ſmall conſolation to 


reflect, that though ptomotion has been denied me, 
it has 3 N N that 1 n p 
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